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Lucky or Blessed? Church Events 

Leesville 
UMC 

3.1 
Trustees Meeting                    7pm 
Conference Room 
3.2 
Ash Wednesday Service   6:30pm 
3.3 
Blood Drive                   Noon-4pm 
3.6 
First Sunday Food Drive 
3.7 
Vera Goldman Circle              7pm 
Conference Room 
Mamie Leaphart Circle           TBA 
3.10 
Worship Committee                7pm 
3.13 
Daylight Savings Begins 
3.14 
UMM     Fellowship Hall          7pm 
3.17 
Church Council                       7pm 
3.20 
First Day of Spring 

Gideons                                   7pm 

It’s that time of year when we are heading toward  
St. Patrick’s Day. Lots of people have fun talking about the 
“Luck of the Irish,” the Blarney Stone, and shamrocks.  And 
some folks mention finding four leaf clovers and how they 
are supposed to give them good luck. All this is fun! But do 
we believe in luck?  
 
How many times have you wished someone “Good luck” or 
you’ve said, “Wish me luck”? Do we as Christians believe in 
luck? 
 
When we walk with Jesus, we know that He is involved in 
the circumstances of our lives.  We don’t have to go around 
hoping that things will work out for the best.  We pray and 
put our faith in Him. We know it’s not by chance when 
things work out well for us.  God answers prayer and He 
blesses those who love and follow Him. With His blessings, 
who needs luck? 

The Lord bless you and keep you; 

The Lord make his face to shine upon you 

And be gracious to you; 

The Lord lift up his countenance upon you 

And give you peace. 

                                          Numbers 6:24-26 

Pastor’s Corner 
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Kidpower 

Snow Kids 

Youth 

Acolytes 

VBS 
June 5-9th 

 

January’s Perfect 
Attendance: 

  
Congratulations to 
 Fisher Hand, Knox 
Bouknight, Fischer 

Pierce, Conner Rikard, 
Jesse McDaniel, Lyla 

Buzhardt, Bennett Barr, 
Nora Jane Barr, and Levi 

McDaniel for their  
perfect attendance in  

Sunday School! 

Kidpower meets the 1st and 3rd 
Sunday of each month. Kids from 
ages 2-5th grade are welcome to 
join us from 5:30-7pm for games, 
lesson, craft, music, and snack! 
Here’s what’s planned before the 
summer. Mark your calendars! They 
will meet on March 6th, March 20th, 
April 3rd, April 16th Easter Egg Hunt 
10:00-11:30, May 15th, May 29th 
Outing (TBD), then SUMMER 
BREAK (will resume in August). 

After church snowball fights are rare for 
LUMCers, but oh so much fun! 

Pictured L to R: Elliette Bouknight, 
Tanner Rikard, Pace Rikard, Conner Rikard 

 

Beginning in March, the middle and high 
school groups will be meeting at different 

times. The high school group will meet each 
week from 4:30-6pm and the middle school 
group each week from 5:30-7pm.They will 

be continuing to study the life of Jesus. 

Chandler Bouknight and Graham Pierce 
served as acolytes for the 11:00 service 

during the month of February. 

Kidpower Music 

Acolytes 
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Open Door 
The Open Door Class girls met for a special 
lunch together at Angelo’s celebrating the 

 “first quarter” birthdays of 2022.  
Good food and fellowship was enjoyed by all. 

Challengers 
 

The Challengers have been busy this 
month loving others. The class  

sent out many Valentines to  
unsuspecting recipients! They also 

hosted a fun afternoon for our M&Ms 
with a luncheon and Bingo! 

 

Shealy Leaphart 
Wilson Class 

The Shealy Leaphart Wilson class recently 
enjoyed great fellowship and food for their 

monthly outing and lunch at Angelos. 
 

Bill Jones Class  
The Bill Jones Class accepted the February 

Mission challenge by sending cards to 
several church members and friends who 

have been on our hearts lately. It felt good to 
share the love and we pray that it  

felt good for those who received the love.   
Our classroom is a fun place to be  

as we journey our faith walks together!   
Come join us if you'd like! 

Sunday School 
News 
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M&M Luncheon  
and Bingo 

 
Fifteen M&Ms and a host of Challengers enjoyed 
a delicious lunch of soups/chili, sandwiches, 
cornbread, and a variety of desserts on Sunday, 
Feb. 20th at noon. Lunch was followed by a 
riveting game of Valentines Riddle Bingo. There 
was a huge assortment of prizes and everyone 
came away with several. There were door prizes 
of pansies for six lucky winners. What a blessing 
to have spent this time together in fellowship! The 
Challengers will be planning another fun time for 
the M&Ms in the near future. 
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   United Methodist Men and Women 

UMW Joint Meeting 

The United Methodist Women held a joint meeting 
of the Vera Goldman and Mamie Leaphart Circles 
on Monday, February 7, 2022 with the Mamie 
Leaphart Circle hosting. Delicious refreshments 
were enjoyed by all. Their guest speaker was 
Nicole Hinton Amick, a Covid survivor sharing her 
battle for life and the goodness of God!  Forty 
were in attendance.  
 
Their Valentine’s Bake Sale was tremendously 
successful with $900 collected for their many 
worthy mission projects! Thanks to all who 
supported their efforts! 
 
The UMW’s March fundraiser will be hosting a 
meal for Gideons on March 21st.  
 

Guest speaker, Nicole Amick 

               UMM 
A large group of United Methodist Men met at 
The Castle II at Ed Bouknight’s on Monday, 
February 7, for their monthly supper and 
fellowship.  
Several projects were discussed that evening. 
This group will continue their ministry of small 
projects to help area residents with building 
steps and ramps.  
They are very excited to announce that their 
annual UMM Fishing Tournament is planned 
for Saturday, April 9th. There is a $50 entry fee 
with two entries per boat. After a day of fishing 
and fellowship, there will be a weigh in and 
the winners announced. There will be a free 
fish fry afterward, and the church is invited. 
For more information, contact Nick Rikard or 
Ty Bouknight. This year’s tournament will be 
held in memory of Will Maye, a former winner 
of the fishing tournament and lifelong member 
of Leesville UMC. 

Fishing Tournament Winners: Will Maye and Al Boozer 
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Praise and Worship 
Service 

 
The congregation at 9am is blessed to have 
the Praise Band bring the music on the first, 
third, and fourth Sundays. Our thanks to the 
worship committee for lining up great 
musicians for the second and fifth Sundays, 
as well! 
 
Recently, our early service congregation 
enjoyed the acoustic set of favorite hymns 
with John Kneece on the fifth Sunday of 
January.  
 
For the second Sunday in February, the 
service took on a contemporary vibe with the 
group “Redeemed” with Jessica and Tim 
McCormick, Barry Shealy, and Dylan 
Shealy. 

John Kneece 

 
“Redeemed” 

Traditional Service 

The traditional service at 11am is blessed to 
enjoy the beautiful music of the Chancel Choir 
each week. Dr. Scraper regularly brings in 
special vocalists and musicians who add so 
much to the service. Brian Woods-Lustig was 
the soloist on February 6, 2022 
 
In addition to the Chancel Choir, LUMC is 
blessed to have wonderful Hand Bell choir. 
They pealed their bells on February 20, 2022 
under the direction of Dr. Scraper. 

Soloist, Brian Woods-Lustig 

The Hand Bell Choir 
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First Sunday 
Food Drive 

Leesville UMC is blessed to be a part of 
the loving, caring community of 
Batesburg-Leesville. We realize that 
many are struggling in these tough 
economic times. To help those in need, 
we are collecting non-perishable food 
items for the Christian Ministry Center 
and Wittenberg’s Food Pantry on the first 
Sunday of every month. Thanks in 
advance for your support. 

Missions 

March’s Mission 
 

Leesville UMC is partnering with the B-L Fire 
Department to collect smoke and carbon 

monoxide detectors for families in the B-L area 
who are in desperate need of them. Fire Chief, 
Ken Lorick, has expressed that our support of 

this project will help to save many homes in the 
B-L area from possible house fires. He said that 
our local fire department will identify homes in 

need, install, and also educate the family 
members on how to use the detectors.  

There are no designated special brands of 
detectors needed.  Monetary donations may also 
be made to the church and earmarked for "smoke 
and CO detectors". Collection bins will be in the 

foyer of the fellowship hall and also 
 in the hallway behind the sanctuary. 
Thank you for helping to save lives of  

Batesburg-Leesville residents  
with your donations. 
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The Worship Committee  
from left to right: 

Front row: Wendy Zwart and Debra Fowler 
Middle Row: Steve Zwart, Jan Jones, Daylene Pitts, and Linda Eastman 

Back row: David Giesen, Tim Jones (Chair), and Billy Berry 

The Worship Committee 
 

Worship is a key part of what we do as a faith community and takes many 
people working together to make it meaningful.  

 
LUMC’s Worship Committee is responsible for making sure that everything  

is ready for each service of worship-whether in the Sanctuary, Fellowship Hall, 
outside, or any other space used for worship. This includes regular Sunday 
services and special services, such as All Saints Sunday, Christmas Eve,  

Holy Week, and Easter Services.  
Their duties include overseeing volunteers for each service 

 and planning for special worship needs. 
We are blessed to have such a conscientious group  

of volunteers on this committee. 
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February 2022  
Church Council Meeting Highlights 

 
The Church Council of Leesville United Methodist Church met on Thursday, 
February 17, 2022. Below are the highlights of the meeting: 
 
Finance: The church missed one Sunday in January due to weather, but the 
congregation responded and the church ended the month in better financial 
shape than we started.  Thanks to the congregation for their faithful giving. 
SPPRC: The Committee met on February 3 and welcomed three new members: 
Ruth Brigham, Doug Copper and Ryan McDaniel. The committee recognized the 
effective work of David Moore, Director of Student Ministries, and hopes to be 
able to assist him as needed. There are currently over twenty youth who attend 
meetings on a regular basis. A meeting of parents of youth in grades 6 – 12 who 
are participating in LUMC’s youth group will be held on Sunday, February 27, at 
4 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Church members interested in volunteering on a 
rotating basis to assist with refreshments and/or activities are encouraged to 
attend. A sign-up calendar will be available. 
Trustees: The Trustees have been busy: door locks in the building have been 
fixed, needed sheet rock repairs are scheduled, and contracted painting will be 
completed before Easter. Quotes are being obtained for power washing some 
areas of the church. The Trustees recommended that we agree to be a 
reunification site for Lexington Medical Center Batesburg-Leesville in case of a 
community emergency. The Church Council unanimously agreed to the motion.  
The next meeting of the Trustees will be March 1 at 7pm in the conference room. 
United Methodist Women: The UMW held a joint circle meeting on February 7 
with Nicole Amick as the speaker.  On February 13, a bake sale was held at the 
church and raised over $900 for missions.  In March, the UMW will provide 
dinner for the Gideons and use the proceeds as a fund raiser.  
United Methodist Men: The UMM met on February 7 and it was very well 
attended.  The group is sponsoring a fishing tournament in memory of Will Maye 
on April 9.  Following the weigh-in, there will be a fish fry and the church is 
invited.  More details to follow. The next meeting of the UMM will be March 14 at 
7pm in the fellowship hall. 
Communications: Everyone was thanked for submitting their articles in a timely 
fashion for the February church newsletter. Articles for the March newsletter are 
due February 20.  Posts from our church Facebook account are now appearing 
on the Living in Batesburg-Leesville Facebook group to better share church 
events to the community. 
Missions: Our March Mission will be collecting smoke detectors and carbon 
monoxide detectors to be donated to the BL Fire Department. 
Technology: There was a recent problem with sound in the choir loft during an 
11am service.  A solution for the problem was found and shared with the team to 
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prevent the same problem in the future.  There have been issues with saving files 
on the office computer; these will be addressed by a member of the technology 
team. 
Youth: Youth attendance has been good with about twenty students each week. 
The middle school and high school groups will begin meeting separately starting 
March 6. The goal is that smaller groups will help build stronger relationships with 
the students. There will be a meeting on February 27 at 4pm with parents and 
potential volunteers to create a volunteer schedule for the year.  
Children: Kidpower will begin meeting again on February 20 with a time change 
from 5:00pm to 5:30pm.  The group will meet on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each 
month this spring.  VBS materials have been ordered from Cokesbury and this 
year’s VBS is scheduled for June 5-9. 
Worship Committee: The committee met on February 10 to discuss upcoming 
worship services.  On March 2, there will be an Ash Wednesday service at 
6:30pm in the sanctuary.  During the 9am service, John Kneece led the music 
and served as worship leader for January’s 5th Sunday, the group Redeemed led 
the music during February’s 2nd Sunday, and Barry and Dylan Shealy will lead 
the music during March’s 2nd Sunday. The committee has decided that for the 
9am service in March, communion will return to pre-Covid protocols to allow 
members to kneel at the altar if they wish. 
Pastor’s Report:  Since the last Council meeting, at the community level, the 
pastor has met with Lynn Goodman to begin grant writing for the Summer 
Reading program and has attended the BL Ministerial meeting. The pastor is 
participating in the Rotary Oyster Roast. At the district level, the pastor has 
attended the District Clergy Meeting, the Greenwood District Committee on 
Ordained Ministry (DCOM), and is serving as a Clergy Mentor.  At the local 
church level, the pastor has been busy with pastoral counseling and wedding 
planning/counseling. The pastor has completed 3 home visits, had lunch with a 
Sunday School class, attended the joint UMW meeting and the Worship 
Committee meeting.  She has prepared the Ash Wednesday Service and 
Bulletin, submitted February Newsletter Articles and is preparing an Africa trip 
presentation for a UMW circle in March.  
New Business: The theme for this year’s Relay for Life is “Bringing Back the 
Fight” and it will be tentatively held on October 16 from 3-7pm. A total of seventy-
eight church t-shirts were ordered and will be ready in the coming weeks.  
Volunteers are needed to be at the church sponsored Blood Drives from 12-4pm.  
The next Blood Drive is March 3 and future dates will be announced.  A Life Line 
Screening is scheduled for Friday, May 13. 
 
The next Church Council meeting is Thursday, March 17 at 7pm

Respectfully submitted, 
Mike Edwards, Council Chairperson 
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Healthy Grieving: Step Three 

 
The third step in the healthy grieving process is so simple, yet so 

important it is to feel free to grieve in your own way. Other people may criticize or 
make comments about your grieving or the amount of time it is taking you. 
Realize that your grief is unique. If you are honest with yourself, then you don't 
need to worry about what others are saying. 

Heidi, who lost her husband, says, "One thing that really upset me some 
people said, 'You need to get on with your life. You need to get over the grieving 
process.' I felt they were wrong because they had never been through this. How 
could they say that?" 

You have to go through the grieving process. Turn to God when you are 
anxious, uncertain, or frustrated about your grief and about what other people are 
saying.  

"Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, 
which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus" (Philippians 4:6-7) 

Father, in my hurt and confusion I come to You, Hold me close and fill me 
with that indescribable peace. Amen. 

 
  

Grief Ministry 

        Della Copper  803.397.4674 
        Mike Edwards  803.530.6944 
        Bonnie Hall  803.429.2035 
        Pam Hawfield  803.960.3481 
        Kathy McNeill  803.640.1195 
        Betsy Pierce  803.760.0897 
        Paul Quattlebaum 803.603.4600 
        Kaye Shaw  803.622.4114 
        Deborah Ward  803.687.0484 

Grief Ministry Team Our deepest sympathies are extended to 

Robert and June Mabus in the loss of 

Robert’s brother, Johnny Mabus. 

 

Also to the family of Tinsley Layne 

Gettys, the infant daughter of Andrew 

and Kelly, granddaughter of Marcia 

and Jody Gunter, great granddaughter 

of Lamar Smith and Doug and 

Christine Oswalt, we extend our 

heartfelt prayers for peace and comfort. 

Our thanks to JoAnn Kneece’s team 
 for providing the family meal to the Gettys family. 
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 T-Shirt 
Orders 

 
Thanks for the great 
response with orders 
for T-shirts! We had 
seventy-eight shirts 
ordered! They are 
being printed by 

Lesene Industries and 
should be ready  

early March. 

March Birthdays 
 

3.1-Amanda Giesen Derrick 
3.2-Evelyn Hayden 

3.5-Earl Brown 
3.6-Sam Stacey 

3.7-MarthaAnn Lake, Camdin Clamp 
3.8-Marcia G. Gunter, Nina Shealy 

3.9-Christy Dunbar 
3.10-Sarah B. Burgess, Craig Shealy,  

3.13-Robin Kinard 
3.15-Shelton Shealy 

3.17- Angela Willis, Arlee Dowda 
3.21-Stephanie Sawyer 

3.23-Pam Aycock 
3.25-Amy Bedenbaugh, John Matthews 
3.28-Sandra Gosnell, Walter Wessinger 

3.29-Bruce Sayre 
3.30-Keller Shealy 

 

Relay for Life has been tentatively set for October 16th 3-7 at 
the Leesville College Park. The theme this year is “Bringing 
Back the Fight”! Luminaries will be sold this fall to support this 
worthy mission! 

Congratulations to 
Kayla Hornsby 

“Teacher of the Year” 
at Wagner Salley High 

School. Kayla is the 
granddaughter of David 
and Eula Mae Shealy 

Congratulations to Zach and Keri Brigham who were married on 
February 22, 2022 at Leesville UMC! We pray God’s richest 
blessings in their new life together! 
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9am Early Service 
 
Greeters/Ushers 
3.6   Duane & Deborah Ward 
3.13 Billy & Ryan Shaw 
3.20 JoAnn Kneece & 
         Chris Quattlebaum 
3.27 Juanita Hawfield & 
         Lynn Weathersbee 
 
Children’s Moments 
3.6   Jessica McCormick 
3.13 Wendy Zwart 
3.20 John Kneece 
3.27 Paula Edwards 
 
Lay Readers 
3.6   Jan Giesen 
3.13 JoAnn Kneece 
3.20 Alice Graham 
3.27 John Kneece 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11am Late Service 
Ushers 
Nick Rikard and Tanner Rikard 
 
Acolytes 
Pace Rikard and Nate Price 
 
Children’s Moments 
3.6   Betsy Pierce 
3.13 Cissy Terlizzi 
3.20 John Kneece 
3.27 David Giesen 
 
Lay Readers 
3.6   Troy Buzhardt 
3.13 Cissy Terlizzi 
3.20 Ed Bouknight 
3.27 Jana Shealy 
 
Nursery 
3.6   Wayne & Linda Eastman 
3.13 Ty Bouknight & Betsy Pierce 
3.20 Billy & Beth Berry 
3.27 Ellen Rikard & Betsy Pierce 
 
Crib Room 
3.6   Nick & Ellen Rikard 
3.13 Pat Barr, Linda Eastman  
3.20 Brantley Buzhardt,  
          Mary Clare Price 
3.27 Wayne & Linda Eastman 

 

Flowers 
 
3.6   Robert & June Mabus 
3.13 Duane & Deborah Ward 
3.20 Wayne & Linda Eastman 
3.27 Andy & Amy Bedenbaugh 


