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Best Surprise Ever
Have you ever had bad news turn into good news? Jesus’ friends
had to deal with some bad news. It was much worse than someone
breaking something of yours. Their friend, their leader, their teacher,
Jesus, was dead.
Jesus’ friends were so incredibly sad. They had been following
Jesus for years, watching him do amazing things like walk on water
and heal sick people and even bring dead people back to life. They
had learned from him and laughed with him. They loved him, but now
he was gone. This wasn’t just bad news. It was the worst news ever!
But then, something incredible happened. The worst news of all time
turned into the best news of all time.
The Bible says on that first Easter morning; Jesus’ body lay dead in
a tomb. A massive stone sealed the entrance, and Roman soldiers
stood guard outside. Jesus’ friends were scared and hiding. All hope
seemed lost.
Then God went to work. The ground began to rumble and shake.
The soldiers didn’t know what was happening. Suddenly, a strange
warrior appeared out of nowhere, his clothes crackling with energy, the
power and glory of God. When the soldiers saw the mighty angel, they
were terrified and fell to the ground. Then, the angel rolled back the
stone that sealed the tomb, and revealed the best surprise ever waiting
inside. Jesus was alive!
The stone wasn’t big enough. The guards weren’t tough enough
and death wasn’t strong enough to hold Jesus back. Now Jesus is
alive forever, and no one and nothing can ever hurt him again.
You want to know the best part of the best surprise ever? If we
follow Jesus, that same power that raised him from the dead is inside
of us. So we don’t have to be afraid of bad news. We don’t even have
to be afraid of death, because we will live forever with Jesus.
This Easter, party like you never have before. Thank God for the
1 ever!
best surprise
-Blog by Jason Byerly

Church Events
 April 4th-UMW

7pm

 April 9th-UMM Fishing
Tournament & Fish Fry
 April 10th-Palm Sunday
 April 14th-Maundy
Thursday Service

7pm

 April 15th-Good Friday
Service at Wesley Chapel
11am-1pm
 April 16th-Kidpower Egg
Hunt 10-11:30pm
 April 17th-Easter Sunday
Sunrise Service
7am
Praise Band Service 9am
Traditional Service 11am
Photo Booth
7:30am-12:30pm
 April 18thMen’s Bible Study

2pm

 April 21stChurch Council

7pm

 April 21stSummer Literacy Adult
Spelling Bee 6:15-8:30pm

Gift to Leesville UMC
Surprised? Not surprised! Those who knew Gene Berry
knew of his great love for others and his immense generosity!
Gene shared his unlimited talents for the benefit of many
others over his lifetime. Whether using his musical skills by
singing or playing the piano, decorating a sanctuary for a
wedding or raising funds for a community project, no task was
too large or too small for Gene! He was generous almost to a
fault with his time, talents and resources.
Gene became a member of Leesville UMC on January 23,
1966 and served many years as the Director of Music. He was
so much more than that to us, though…he was a beloved family
member!
It was in his passing that we learned of his continued
generosity…like ripples on a pond. Gene gifted Leesville UMC
with $100,000 to be used to enhance the children’s and youth
programs. Gene not only invested into the future of our church,
but other churches and organizations as well. “Well done, good
and faithful Servant!” Matthew 25:23 KJV

February’s
Perfect Attendance
for Sunday School

Conner Rikard
VBS
“Food Truck
Party”
June 5-9

Kidpower Egg Hunt

Gene Berry

Acolytes
Kidpower will have their annual
Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday,
April 16th from 10-11:30am in
the fellowship hall.
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March’s acolytes were
March’s
Acolytes
Pace Rikard and Nate Price.

Pastor’s Corner
Scripture Reference: Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 “ There is a
season for everything and a time for every matter
under the heavens: 2) a time for giving birth and a
time for dying, a time for planting and a time for
uprooting what was planted, 3) A time for killing and a
time for healing ,a time for tearing down and a time for
building up, 4) a time for crying and a time for
laughing, a time for mourning and a time for dancing,
5) a time for throwing stones and a time for gathering
stones, a time for embracing and a time for avoiding
embraces, 6) a time for searching and a time for
loosing, a time for keeping and a time for throwing
away, 7) a time for tearing and a time for repairing, a
time for keeping silent and a time for speaking, 8) a
time for loving and a time for hating, a time for war and
a time for peace.”
I once lived in a home with a Japanese
ornamental tree in the backyard. I loved that tree
because its leaves were the shape of hearts. I hung
my birdfeeders in it and soon had many new “surprise”
guests everyday: chickadees, hummers, and even a
pair of redbirds.
One day, I will never forget it, a storm came
into our area and lightning struck that beautiful tree.
The tree was literally burned in half. There was
nothing left of that tree except a stump. Terry and I
debated on pulling it up by the roots but decided to let
be for a while.
When the time was right, that tree began to
grow again, partially due to the birds that remained
faithful in visiting the ugly stump of a tree with
birdfeeders still hanging in it. To our surprise, that tree
(in less than 2 years) regained its original height.
Much to our surprise, the white lilies that I had planted
under the tree bloomed a most brilliant orange due to
the PH change in the soil.
They say that time heals all wounds. I don’t
agree with that statement, but I do know that time
reveals wonderful surprises for all who believe in
Jesus Christ. In the fullness of time, God sent His
only Son who paid the ultimate price for our sins so
that we might have life eternal with Him in the
heavens, and a more abundant life here on earth.
What a wonderful surprise! The creator of the
universe loves us so much that he sent his Son for us!
As the seasons begin to change, and the
warmer weather comes in, I pray that you will embrace
and fully appreciate the beautiful, yet often simple,
surprises that God reveals to us as we enjoy the
passage of time. Easter season is always filled with
many great surprises for all who have ears to hear and
eyes to see.

3
Easter People Rejoice!
Dr. Shawn

Surprising Gifts

The saying goes, “It’s never too late to teach
an old dog new tricks”…well, that certainly is
true when it comes to the many gifts and talents
of Steve Zwart. Steve is a hobby enthusiast,
and when he gets an idea for a new project, he
leaps into it with both feet!
Steve has played the bass guitar with the
Praise Band since its inception in 2015. He has
bought many basses over the years, but had a
desire for something very personal and unique.
Over the past few months, Steve designed
and built a new bass and cover for it! The front
is etched with the names of his grandchildren,
“Evan” and “Eleanor”, and the back bears the
initials of dear friends who’ve gone on to
glory…Fernando Iglesias, Jerry Fowler, and
Will Maye. The back also has the United
Methodist Church emblem. What a beauty!
History in the
making? Well,
actually, it’s history
in the keeping! Our
thanks to Trudy
Matthews and Doug
Oswalt for their
dedication to
uncovering LUMC’s
history and
preserving it!
Trudy, Doug, & Shawn

Sunday School News

Open Door Class
The members enjoyed a fish fry and a lot of good
fellowship Saturday evening on March 13th.

Challengers
What a sweet treat the Challengers provide
for the congregation at 9am! Our thanks to them
for providing coffee, juice, milk, donuts, and
more each week!
The Challengers are a generous group! They
made a donation to the March Mission project to
purchase smoke detectors. They have provided
fire wood all winter for a needy local family, and
they are helping fund Easter baskets for the
NICU families at Prisma Health.
In class, they’ve been participating in a series
called “Hope for the Hurting” with Dr. Tony
Evans. This study was such a timely one for this
4
group! If you’re
looking for a class, they’d love
you to join them!

United Methodist Women and Men
Vera Goldman
In March, the Vera Goldman Circle had a
program about Africa from Pastor Shawn
Armstrong. They enjoyed hearing about the
church and college there. Africa University is
partially supported by the United Methodist
Church. The slides were great and her view of
how this part of Africa looked and her
interaction with the people were so special
and informative.
In April, the circle is donating Bingo prizes
for the Batesburg-Leesville Senior Citizen
Center, i.e. small items like: paper towels,
Kleenex, soap, body or hand lotion/cream with
an easy open top, footies, socks, word search
books, small package of cookies, mints, etc.
UMW is all about missions!

Victoria Falls

Mamie Leaphart
In March, the Mamie Leaphart Circle
enjoyed an outing to Goodfellas in Lexington
with about ten from their group enjoying good
food and fellowship!
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The UMM met on Monday evening,
March 14th for fellowship and a great
supper prepared by Doug Copper and
Joby Graham.
They are sponsoring the upcoming
th
12 Annual Fishing Tournament on
April 9th with a fish fry to follow…and the
congregation is invited! There is a signup sheet for the fish fry in the fellowship
hall foyer and the podium outside of the
sanctuary.
This event is in memory of Will
Maye. Contact Nick Rikard to enter the
tournament at 803.318.2177.

Men’s Bible Study: Begins April 18th
at 2pm and will be held in the Bride’s
Room. For more information, please
contact Wayne Hall 803-354-7792

Worship Notes
What a wonderful surprise! We had the
largest attendance for our Ash Wednesday
service in many years!
A “Service of Ashes” was held on
Wednesday, March 2nd with seventy-two in
attendance! We were blessed to have many
of our friends from St. John’s UMC in
Batesburg join us!
Our thanks to Clark Matthews for the
beautiful organ music!

The Contemporary Service
We were blessed to have the group,
“Wilshire Court”, to bring the music for the
contemporary service on March 13, 2022. We
know and love them as part of the Praise
Band…Barry Shealy, Dylan Shealy, with Steve
Zwart accompanying them on the drums.
They sang “Three Wooden Crosses”, “Where
Could I Go but to the Lord”, “I’ll Fly Away”,
“Wayfaring Stranger”, and “Long Black Train”.
We look forward to them sharing their gifts again
soon!

Barry Shealy, Dylan Shealy, and Steve Zwart

Guest Pastor

What a blessing to have John Kneece
bring the message for both services on
Sunday, March 20th! His “Words to a Prodigal”
were just for us as we often try to go our own
way or judge others who do. How wonderful to
be reminded that we can always return to the
Father’s House!
John Kneece

The Traditional Service
Our thanks to Mrs. Mary Ann
Shealy for being our guest
accompanist on March 13, 2022
while Dr. Scraper was away at a
conference.6 She is such a blessing!
Mrs. Shealy and the Chancel Choir

Easter Services
Come join us for Easter to celebrate
our risen Savior! You have several
opportunities for worship!
The Easter Sunrise Service will be
held in the Prayer Garden outside of the
fellowship hall at 7am, if the weather
permits. If not, it will be held in the
fellowship hall. It’s a beautiful service
with a view of the sunrise to celebrate
the Sonrise!
The Praise Band service will be a
contemporary service at 9am in the
fellowship hall. “Witnesses to the Light”
will share their accounts of Jesus’ death
and resurrection! It will be a moving
experience culminating in the singing of
“Because He Lives” and sharing the
Light of Christ as we sing!
The Traditional Service will be held in
the sanctuary at 11am with the beautiful
music of the Chancel Choir in joyous
celebration of this most Holy day!

There will be an Easter Photo Booth
available in the fellowship hall foyer on
Easter Sunday from 7:30am-12:30pm.
Use your smartphone to capture the
memories of a great day of worshipping
our risen Savior and share your pictures
with us on our Facebook page #sonrise!
No smartphone? No worries...we'll have
one to take your picture and will gladly
share with you!

Easter Offerings
In lieu of lilies, please consider giving a
monetary gift for the missions and ministries
of our church in honor or in memory of loved
ones and friends. Your gifts will help our
church meet our needs to provide ministry
not only to our congregation, but to those in
our community and beyond. A form will be
available in the church bulletins during the
month of April. A list of gifts received will be
published in May.
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Make plans to join us for a special day of
fellowship and worship on Sunday, May
29th. The UMW will host a breakfast at
9am in the fellowship hall. There will be
Sunday school at 10am followed by a
combined service at 11 in sanctuary. It will
be a sing along of your favorite hymns! A
sign-up sheet for hymn titles will be
available soon.

We will recognize our graduates from high school and
higher education institutions during one of our services
in May. We’d love to honor your accomplishment and
celebrate your future plans. Please submit your name,
degree, institution’s name, and future plans to the
church office by the end of April.

April’s Mission
What a nice surprise this will be! We
will be showing appreciation to our local
law enforcement officers and staff
members for their hard work and
dedication in keeping our town of
Batesburg-Leesville safe and running
efficiently.
A personal note of thanks will be
written to each member of the B-L Police
Department (24 officers, 4 dispatchers,
and 1 clerk of court) with one $15 gift
card from selected restaurants; fast food
or otherwise included in each note of
thanks. Please donate only $15 gift
cards so that every person will receive
the same gift amount.
Individuals may donate the gift cards
themselves, or may give a monetary
donation to LUMC for “April
Mission”. Gift cards will be purchased
with the donations that are given for this
mission. Gift cards donated by
individuals should be given to Phylis
Bouknight or to Maryjo in the church
office.
Our gifts and any notes of thanks
written by church members to the
department will personally be delivered
to Chief of Police, Wallace Oswalt.
Thank you all for your participation in
our April mission project.
Phylis
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First Sunday Food Drive
Wayne Eastman delivered March’s
collection to Robert Epting at Wittenberg
Lutheran Church to help support their
food pantry and their “Blessings Box”.
Your generous donations helped fill
six large totes with non-perishable food
for our local needy in March! Thank you!
Wittenberg's Food Pantry is open
Friday and Saturday, 9:00 AM until noon.
They serve an average of 40 families
each week.
For April’s donations, we will be
collecting for the Christian Ministry
Center. In addition to non-perishable
food items, they are specifically
requesting paper towels, toilet paper,
soap, shampoo, deodorant, toothpaste
and toothbrushes, feminine items,
laundry detergent, and dish detergent,
as well as usable grocery bags.

Epworth Children’s Home
Mother’s Day Offering

EPWORTH IS OUR MINISTRY!
Did you know that in the last year Epworth
Children’s Home served over 1,000 children
and families? Each of these children had this
opportunity because of United Methodist
churches in South Carolina who embrace and
provide for this ministry in support of the
children and families in our state.
We will participate in the annual Mother’s
Day Offering on Sunday, May 8, 2022, to
benefit the children who call Epworth home, as
well as each child and family touched by
Epworth’s ministries.
Please be in prayerful consideration of what
God is calling you to give to this valuable and
life changing ministry. For more information
about Epworth Children’s Home, visit them
online at www.epworthchildrenshome.org.

Spring Clean
B-L 2022
It was a great day for Spring
Clean Batesburg-Leesville as
160 volunteers from nine
churches and various civic
groups collected 7,000 pounds
of litter. Thank you to all of the
volunteers and PalmettoPride
and Keep America Beautiful for
the continued support.
Thanks to our LUMC team
volunteers: John Matthews,
Bobbie Bouknight, Phylis
Bouknight, Doug and Della
Copper, Juanita Hawfield, John
Kneece, Robert Mabus,
Daylene Pitts, Ellen Rikard,
Conner Rikard, Pace Rikard,
Stephanie Sawyer, Kaye
Shaw, Peggy Torey, and
Deborah Ward.
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LUMC’s Spring Clean Team
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Grief Ministry
Healthy Grieving: Step Four
The fourth step in healthy grieving is to tell your story to others. Give
someone an honest account of your loss.
"Grieving means talking about what you're going through in the presence of
some other people and letting them react to you," says Dr. Jim Conway.
So how do you find the right people to share with? First consider your
family members. Then consider sharing with members of a grief recovery
group. If these options are not good for you, as mentioned previously, try to
find someone in your church or neighborhood who has experienced a loss
similar to yours. If you tell him or her that you need someone to talk to, that
person will likely be glad to meet with you.
It may seem easier and more desirable to keep your words, thoughts, and
emotions inside and to busy yourself with work and activities to help you
forget. But that forgetfulness is short-lived and ultimately in-effective. True
healing will only occur when you slow down and let grief run its course.
"Yet it was good of you to share in my troubles" (Philippians 4:14)
Lord Jesus, You know what is best for me much more than I ever will. Open
my heart and my mouth and enable me to share my story with others. Amen.
Our deepest sympathies are extended to Jimmy and Julianne Rawls in the
recent passing of Julianne’s mother, Virginia Herring Kayler.

Grief Ministry Team
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Della Copper
Mike Edwards
Bonnie Hall
Pam Hawfield
Kathy McNeill
Betsy Pierce
Paul Quattlebaum
Kaye Shaw
Deborah Ward

803.397.4674
803.530.6944
803.429.2035
803.960.3481
803.640.1195
803.760.0897
803.603.4600
803.622.4114
803.687.0484

April Birthdays

Wow! What an unexpected surprise!
We had a fantastic blood drive on
March 3rd: We surpassed our goal of
17 units and collected an incredible
22! We saw 23 donors, had four
Power Red donors, and registered
one first time donor. Wahoo! Our
next drive scheduled for Thursday,
July 7th.

Lifeline Life Line Screening, the
nation’s leading provider of preventive
health screenings, will offer affordable,
non-invasive and painless health
screenings at Leesville United Methodist
Church on Friday, May 13, 2022.
A package of five screenings to
identify risk for stroke, heart disease and
other chronic conditions will be offered:
Carotid Artery Screening (Plaque)
Peripheral Arterial Disease Screening
Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm (AAA)
Atrial Fibrillation
Osteoporosis Risk
These 5 vital screenings take 60-90
minutes to complete. Register by calling
toll free 1-888-653-6441, text the word
"circle" to 797979 or online at
https://llsa.social/HS
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4.2-David Leech, Mary Clare Price
4.3-Eliza Hawfield, Kate Eckert
4.4-Carley Soper
4.8-Paula Williamson
4.10-Ryan McDaniel
4.11-Andrew Sanders
4.13-Lena Barr Parker, Jake Brown
4.14-Jessica Buzhardt,
Winton “Bubba” Buzhardt,
Nancy Maye, Frieda Wald
4.16-Rebecca D. Hite
4.19-Quincy Hawfield
4.21-Brett Ashley Edwards,
Paul Quattlebaum, Sr.,
Jessilyn Henwood
4.23-Bennett Armstrong
4.25-Paul Swygert
4.27-James Sawyer
4.28-Jan Jones

Birth
Announcements
Welcome to the world, Theo Hiếu
Swygert! Theo was born on March 9,
2022 weighing 7lbs, 15oz and was
21 inches long. Congratulations to
Ryan and Michelle, and his
big brother, Silas!
Theo's proud grandparents are
Paul and DeeDee Swygert.
Congratulations to Garrett and Claire
Jones on the birth of their daughter,
Neely Esther Jones. Neely was born on
3.17.22 weighing 6lbs, 9oz and was 19 ¾
inches long. Neely was welcomed home
by her big sister, Charlotte. Her proud
grandparents are Tim and Jan Jones.

Serving at 9am

Serving at 11am

Greeters/Ushers
4.3 David Giesen & Grig Sawyer
4.10 Debra Fowler & Paula
Edwards
4.17 Duane & Deborah Ward
4.24 Billy Shaw & Ryan Shaw

Ushers
Ty Bouknight and Cade Bouknight

Children’s Moments
4.3 Jan Giesen
4.10 Jessica McCormick
4.17 Wendy Zwart
4.24 John Kneece

Children’s Moments
4.3 Betsy Pierce
4.10 Cissy Terlizzi
4.17 John Kneece
4.24 David Giesen

Lay Readers
4.3 Deborah Ward
4.10 Kaye Shaw
4.17 Mike Edwards
4.24 Wendy Zwart

Lay Readers
4.3 Scott Buzhardt
4.10 Ryan McDaniel
4.17 Mary Clare Price
4.24 Ty Bouknight

Flowers
4.3 Doug & Della Copper
4.10 Dick & Pat Barr
4.17 Lois Hite
4.24 Tony & Marilyn Crady
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Acolytes
Krystall Henwood & Chandler
Bouknight

Nursery
4.3 Wayne & Linda Eastman
4.10 Ty Bouknight & Betsy Pierce
4.17 Billy & Beth Berry
4.24 Ellen Rikard & Betsy Pierce
Crib Room
4.3 Nick & Ellen Rikard
4.10 Pat Barr, Linda Eastman
4.17 Brantley Buzhardt,
Mary Clare Price
4.24 Wayne & Linda Eastman

