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Our Heritage:
The National Day of Prayer
May 5, 2022
2022 NATIONAL PRAYER FOR AMERICA
Lord, we exalt You.
We are filled with awe and wonder as our praise joins the heavenly hosts saying,
“Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of hosts, the whole earth is full of His glory.”
You have established Your throne in heaven and the foundations of the earth.
You alone are the Creator; the earth is Yours and all it contains is for Your glory.
You created and established all of us as Your image bearers.
May our lips and lives continually praise You,
reflecting and magnifying You in all our words and ways.
You are the author of our days, You have established Your plans and purpose for us.
We respond to your glory and authority in obedience to Your Word and will.
You have established prayer that we, Your children, can communicate with our Heavenly Father
directing, strengthening, and discipling us in Your everlasting love.
We join heaven’s activities as we lift up our prayers and pour out our praise,
repentance, thanks, intercession and supplication.
Lord, You have established America through the hearts of our founding fathers and
the documents they penned declaring our dependence on Your sovereignty and supremacy.
We overflow with gratitude having been firmly rooted and built up in our faith in You.
Let our reputation be of our faith in Christ alone, our love for all people,
and fruitful lives bearing the attitude, affections, and actions of Your Spirit,
Who dwells and works within us and through us.
We pray for America: the Church, Family, Education,
Military, Workplace, Government, Arts, Entertainment and Media.
United in Your love, we exalt the Lord who has established us.
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In Jesus Name we always pray, Amen!
Kathy Branzell
President, National Day of Prayer Task Force
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Children and Youth
Acolytes

Evie, Levi, and Ollie

The kids sure did enjoy the
playground area on this
beautiful Sunday morning!
Thanks Ty Bouknight and Brian
Pierce for trimming the shrubs
and trees back to make this
area enjoyable!

Perfect Attendance
for March 2022
Heath Pierce, Walker
Buzhardt, Aaron Cline,
Nora Jane Barr, Bennett
Barr and Fischer Pierce.

Palmetto Girls State
Congratulations to LUMCer, Ella
Sawyer for being selected to
participate in the the SC Palmetto
Girls State Program this summer.
Ella’s parents are Grig and
Stephanie Sawyer.
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April’s Acolytes:
Chandler Bouknight & Krystall Henwood

Vacation Bible School Registration
is NOW OPEN!
Dates: June 5-9th
Time: 6:00-8:30 pm
Who: Children ages 3
through 5th grade
Registration forms can be found at
the church entrances as well as on
the LUMC website. There will also
be an adult class this year,
but no registration is needed!

Kidpower Easter Egg Hunt
A little rain never has stopped the fun of an Easter Egg Hunt at LUMC!
Fourteen Kidpower kids enjoyed a story, games, hunting eggs, and sweet
treats the morning of April 16th.

Youth Egg Hiders:
Colby Buzhardt, Bubba Buzhardt,
Chandler Bouknight, and Graham Pierce

Winner:
Knox Bouknight
with 111 eggs!

Winner:
Nora Cockrell
with 108 eggs!

Train up a child…
Our thanks to Chandler, Heath, Conner, and Knox
for making new markers and putting them in all
hymnals in the sanctuary. They encourage you to
mark the hymns of the day prior to the service
using the guide of a traffic light:
GREEN....GO...Mark the first hymn with the green
ribbon. YELLOW, the middle light...Mark the
second hymn. RED...STOP. Mark the last hymn
with red ribbon. The purple ribbon can be used to
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mark a special
page i.e. communion, baptism,
Apostle's Creed, etc.

Pictured Left to Right:
Chandler Bouknight, Heath Pierce,
Conner Rikard, and Knox Bouknight

Youth Egg Hunt
The Youth Egg Hunt
was a success!
Fourteen young people,
as well as a few not-soyoung parents enjoyed
the egg hunt, pizza
lunch, and Easter Trivia
game. It was a great
time of fellowship during
the Easter season.
Thanks to all who
contributed to making
this event happen!

Youth Baby Shower for the Moores
We enjoyed showering Baby John David just days before his arrival!
Congratulations to Anna and David Moore, his proud parents!
John David Moore
March 30, 2022 at 6:38pm.
7lbs 9oz and 20 1/2 inches
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Pastor’s Corner
Sunday, May 22, 2022 is United Methodist Heritage Sunday. The word heritage has
various meanings including, not only a physical inheritance, but also the social norms
and societal customs that were handed down from generation to generation to give
greater meaning to life. In scripture, the word ‘heritage’ often refers to an allotted
portion from God, for us, His people, who have accepted Jesus as our Savior and
Redeemer.
As Christians we only have a spiritual heritage because of Christ’s one holy and
perfect sacrifice. The paschal lamb, without spot or blemish, suffered and died a
torturous death on the Cross of Calvary in order that we might have an eternal
inheritance in heaven. Because of our Savior, our spiritual lineage goes back to the
times of Adam and Eve, Cain and Abel, and Abraham and Sarah. Who, for instance,
could ever forget Isaac, whose name means laughter? Then there were the judges,
the kings, the prophets, the gospels, and the NT epistles…in fact the entire Old and
New Testament is dedicated to telling the story of how God has acted mercifully on
behalf of His people. Those old songs: Blessed Be the Tie That Binds, In the Garden,
And Are We Yet Alive, They Shall know We Are Christians by Our Love, Amazing
Grace, and countless other hymns have served to add meaning to our lives and uplift
our souls. Our local church heritage at LUMC, including the customs, norms, and
traditions that are crucial to our life in Christ Jesus, serve to sustain us for the times
ahead.
Recently while preparing our family gift for my oldest niece, who was married the day
before Easter 2022, I thought about my own heritage. When my grandmother
Galloway passed, I inherited her collection of old aprons and decided that it would be
appropriate to pass along one of my granny’s aprons to Chandler. The apron was
worn and tattered, but it had never been washed, so it still smelled like Chandler’s
Great Grandmother, Orpha Galloway. It served as something old and reminded me
that some things are worth keeping.
As we as we begin the Month of May, I pray that you will reflect on our church and our
United Methodist heritage. But more importantly, I would encourage you, in a posture
of gratitude, to spend time reflecting upon your personal spiritual heritage in Christ,
the One who saved you. God loves us all so very much that He sent his only Son to
die on the cross for our sins so that we might have an inheritance in heaven where we
will gather to worship God Almighty, the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the
end, for all eternity. What a wonderful day that will be!

Gratitude in Christ Changes Everything,
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Pastor Shawn

Gideons
At the end of March, the UMW (now known as United Women in Faith), had a fundraiser
by providing a meal for the Gideons. Here is a thank you from the Batesburg Camp
President.
“I would like to thank Leesville UMC and especially the Women’s group that took care of
the meal for our monthly Camp meeting March 28th. The meal and atmosphere were
great!! The ladies did such a thoughtful job with the tables and what a wonderful meal.
Leesville UMC has always been very supportive of the Gideons. It is much appreciated
by all the members and has a positive impact for Christ all over the world. A special
thanks to Steve Zwart for helping us set up the video access. He had to come straight
from work to make sure we had what we needed on his own time.
The Gideon mission of making sure men, women, boys and girls have come to a saving
knowledge of Jesus Christ is in perfect alignment with Leesville’s mission of winning
souls to Christ. Your prayers and financial support put God’s Word in the hands of people
that have never heard the gospel.
In His service,
David Giesen,
Batesburg Camp President

7

Bible Distribution
Over 2,500 testaments
were handed out at USC
in Columbia on April 19th!
Praying that lives
will be changed!

LUMC’s 12th Annual
UMM Fishing Tournament
The 12th Annual UMM Fishing Tournament was held in memory of Will Maye. Will
was a loyal fishing tournament participant and a one-time winner. He was truly
missed this year; a moment of silence was held in his memory. Several of his
family members were able to attend the fish fry.
Eleven two-man boats entered the tournament this year. After an unseasonably
cold and blustery day of fishing on Lake Murray, fewer fish than usual were brought
to the weigh-in. In the end the reigning tournament champions, Ty and Ed
Bouknight, came away with the win with five bass weighing 11.54 pounds!
Congratulations to all fishermen! This LUMC UMM event is always fun, no matter
the weather. The proceeds will be used for UMM mission projects. Oh, and the
fish fry supper was "swimmingly" delicious!

Eleven Two-manned Teams
Ty and Ed Bouknight
2022 UMM Fishing
Tournament Winners
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Tuesdays at 2pm

United Methodist Women
Vera Goldman
What a wonderful attendance we had at our
April meeting with Kate Eckert and Jan Jones
hostessing and Alice Graham leading us with
a wonderful program.
Our April local mission was to bring Bingo
prizes for the Andre Bauer Senior Center in
Batesburg where the attendees enjoy playing
Bingo two days each week. The director
there, Julia Allen, was so appreciative of the
Vera Goldman's Circle's gifts and said the
amount of donations would allow the ladies
and gentlemen who come to the center to be
able to play Bingo for at least two months.
The Vera Goldman Circle meets on the first
Monday of each month and always welcomes
new members. If you are not presently a
member of a ladies' circle group and like to
become one, please contact Phylis for more
information about this circle, please contact
Phylis Bouknight or any VG Circle member.
Phylis Bouknight

Vera Goldman Meeting

Deborah and Julie
at the Sr. Center

Mother’s Day Offering
On Mothers’ Day, we will make a donation
in honor of the women in the church to
Oliver Gospels’ “Toby’s Place”.
Toby's Place, named in memory of Toby
Cassels, is our center for Women &
Children who are without a stable home
due to numerous factors, including but not
limited to substance abuse, and/or
economic deficiency. Toby's Place shares
the gospel of Jesus Christ with women
and children as well as offering programs
& counseling to help them achieve
transformation and break the cycle of
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generational
homelessness.
JoAnn Kneece, UMW President

Bingo prizes
for the Sr. Center

The UMW have a new name, but the same
commitment to loving and serving!

Contemporary Service

Traditional Service
What a treat to have the Leesville UMC
Hand Bell Choir and the Brass Quintet
from USCA share their gifts of beautiful
music for our Palm Sunday Service.

“Redeemed”
We were so blessed to have “Redeemed”
bring the music for the 2nd Sunday
Service in April. Jessica, Tim, and Britton
McCormick, Barry and Dylan Shealy, and
Alice Graham shared their gifts of music.
There was a special tribute to Praise
Band members and family who’ve gone
on to glory during the song “Scars in
Heaven”! We give thanks as we
remember Fernando Iglesias, Jerry
Fowler, Margie Dillard, and Will Maye.

The Brass Quintet played “Jerusalem” and
“Hosanna to the Son of David”. The Hand
Bells played “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”.
The two groups played together
“Hosanna” under the direction of Dr. Joel
Scraper, Director of Music.

LUMC’s Hand Bell Choir

Brass Quintet
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Remembering our heritage at Leesville UMC

Maundy-Thursday
Service
Forty-eight gathered in the sanctuary for
worship and to partake in our Holy
Communion service as we remembered
Jesus’ last supper with his disciples.
The service had a solemn conclusion as
the altar was stripped in preparation of
Good Friday.

Easter Services
What a glorious day to worship our risen Savior! Easter morning began with a
wonderful sunrise service in the prayer garden with bright-eyed early morning
worshippers!
The Praise Band Service was a special celebration as the “Witness of the Light”
monologue with twelve witnesses sharing their personal accounts of Jesus’
crucifixion and resurrection was presented. At the conclusion of the service, the
congregation sang “Because He Lives” as the Light of Christ was shared and then
carried out to the world.
The Traditional Service was filled with joyous hymns of praise and celebration as
Christ indeed has risen!
In all, two hundred eighty-one gathered and worshipped with us at Leesville UMC!
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March Mission Report
The March mission (Donating to the BL Fire Department for Smoke and Carbon
Monoxide Detectors) was very successful.
Your generosity allowed for six smoke/CO
detectors and $1040 to be delivered to the
Fire Department. With the monetary
donations given, additional detectors will
be purchased by the fire department.
Detectors will be delivered by the fire
department to houses in the B-L
community in need of this type protection.
Families receiving a detector will be
educated by the firemen who delivers it to
them on how to use it, and they will also
install the detector in the family's home.
Many thanks to you for your donations,
and to our local firefighters who serve our
community in saving homes and lives.
They were very appreciative of LUMC's
gift to the department in response to this
special mission project.
-Phylis Bouknight
Missions Coordinator

First Sunday Food Drive
The April First Sunday collection was very
successful. Our church delivered to Christian
Ministries over six tote bins of the requested
items (paper products, cleaning supplies, and
hygiene items), as well as the normal nonperishable food items. Our next Food Drive will
be Sunday, May 1, for the Wittenberg Food
Pantry. They are grateful for anything they
receive like can vegetables and fruit, Spaghetti
and sauce, canned meats, dried beans, and 2
lb. bags of rice. This month they are suggesting
a focus on 2 lb. bags of grits. Thank you for
your continued support of this important mission
to some of our neighbors.

May’s
Mission
Epworth Children’s Home gives children a safe
and loving place to call home. Each of these
children have this opportunity because of United
Methodist churches in South Carolina who
embrace and provide for this ministry in support
of the children and families in our state.

Shane Summers accepting
LUMC’s
12 donations

As our MAY MISSION, we will participate in the
annual Mother’s Day Offering on Sunday, May
8th, 2022 and throughout the month. Our
monetary support will benefit the children who
call Epworth home. Please be in prayerful
consideration of what God is calling you to give
to this valuable and life changing ministry. For
more information about Epworth Children’s
Home, visit them online
at www.epworthchildrenshome.org. Thank you,
Leesville United Methodist Church for supporting
Epworth Children's Home.

Sprucing Up
the Grounds
Over the past several
weeks, our church has
experienced a much
needed sprucing up!
Leesville UMC has an opening for a part
time Director of Student Ministries, who
will help children and youth to know
God’s love in their lives and to grow in
their faith by involving students and their
families in a Christian community;
encouraging them to live God-centered
lives; and preparing them to transform
the world for Christ. Age groups range
from two to senior high youth.
Responsibilities include setting goals;
providing programs in conjunction with
teachers and volunteers; recruiting,
training and equipping volunteers; and
planning a calendar of events. This is a
20-hour per week position with a starting
salary of $15/ hour. Interested persons
should contact Kaye Shaw at
kayeshaw1205@gmail.com.

Graduate Recognition Sunday:
May 22nd
We will be honoring our
graduates during both services.
If you are graduating, please let
the church office know so that
we may13recognize you and your
accomplishments!

David Cook power
washed the concrete at
the front of the church
and will continue with the
rest of the grounds in the
next few weeks.
Tommy Oxner has done
an excellent job painting
the doors of the church
for a fresh look and in
record time so that they
would look nice for
Easter! Our thanks for a
job well done!

5th Sunday
Breakfast and
Fellowship at
9am in the
Fellowship Hall

5th Sunday
Combined Service
May 29th at 11am
Submit your favorite
hymns via the bulletin
insert. We will sing
the top faves in this
“Sing Along” service.

April 2022 Church Council Meeting Highlights
The Church Council of Leesville United Methodist Church met on Thursday, April 21,
2022. Below are the highlights of the meeting:
SPPRC: The committee is currently looking for a Director of Student Ministries.
Information on this position has been shared with church members and has been placed
on our website, on social media, and with more traditional sources. Members are
encouraged to share this information so our church may continue to meet the needs of our
children and youth.
Finance: Giving continues to be strong as we finished the first quarter in good financial
shape.
Trustees: The committee plans to meet in May. The HAC units were checked, a water
cooler drain was fixed, and a loose pew in the sanctuary was repaired. The committee
wanted to thank Ed Bouknight for coordinating needed painting around the church prior to
Easter.
United Methodist Women: The group is now known as United Women of Faith (UWF)
and the circles will meet on May 2 at 7pm. They had a March fund raiser, providing the
meal for the Gideons at our church. For Mother’s Day, the UWF will give a donation in
honor of all the women of the church to Oliver Gospel Toby's Place.
United Methodist Men: The next meeting will be May 9 with the location to be
announced. The group had a very successful fishing tournament and fish fry on April 9.
With the proceeds of the tournament and the generous donations of the congregation,
over $1600 was raised for the projects and missions of the group.
Communications: There have been many submissions for the May Newsletter.
Communications has coordinated many items advertised on Facebook, the church email
blast, and the church website including our need for a Director of Student Ministry, the May
13 Lifeline Screening, and the June 5 – 9 vacation bible school. Thanks to Wendy Zwart
for organizing the photo booth that was set up for Easter. Many families took advantage of
the photo op to share their love of LUMC on social media. The next photo booth
opportunity will be Mother’s Day. Finally, there will be upcoming articles in the South
Carolina United Methodist Advocate on the church’s participation in the Spring Cleanup
and the generous donation to our children and youth programs by Gene Berry.
Missions: The monthly missions are going well. For March, $1040 and 7 smoke/CO
detectors were donated to the BL Fire Department. The April mission to give local law
enforcement $15 gift cards is going well. The May mission will support Epworth Children’s
Home. The first Sunday food drives each month are providing needed items to the
Wittenberg Food Pantry and Christian Ministry Center. Our church’s support of the
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Gideons helped that group give out over 2000 testaments on the main campus of USC on
April 19.

Technology: The technology team provided audio for the Ash Wednesday, Maundy
Thursday, and Easter Sunrise services. Tripp and Becky Williamson did a great job of
coordinating the complex audio and video online streaming used during the 9am Easter
program “The Witness of the Light.” Audio and video were provided for the Gideons
program at our church. Plans are in the works to provide the needed technology help
during VBS in early June.
Youth: The youth met on April 16 for an Easter Egg Hunt and Pizza Party.
Children: The children met on April 16 for an Easter Egg Hunt. The children will meet
again on May 15 and 29. Following VBS, the group will take a break for the summer.
Worship Committee: The committee did not meet in April, but will meet in May. We
had good attendance for our Easter services: sunrise (59), 9am service (131), and 11am
(91). Thanks to everyone who worked so hard with worship during Holy Week.
Information about our LUMC graduates is needed by April 30 to prepare for Graduate
Recognition Sunday on May 22. The committee is looking for a group to sponsor the
9am breakfast on the 5th Sunday in May; this will be followed by Sunday School at
10am, and a church-wide singing in the sanctuary at 11am.
Pastor’s Report: No report.
New Business: The SC UMC Annual Conference will again this year be a virtual
conference on June 5 – 8. More information will be forth coming. Life Line Screening
will be in our fellowship hall on May 13.
The next Church Council meeting is Thursday, May 19 at 7pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Mike Edwards, Council Chairperson

Easter Photo Booth
Many families and friends enjoyed capturing the memories of the Easter
at Leesville UMC! Our thanks to Daylene Pitts, Juanita Hawfield, and
Brantley Buzhardt for their assistance with pictures! The next photo booth
opportunity will be on Mother’s Day, May 8th.
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Grief Ministry
Healthy Grieving: Step Five
Commit to the journey, long or short, that leads
back into living life.
"People who handle grief in a most healthy way
are those who are willing to admit, 'This hurts. I
don’t particularly like it, but I really want to go on,"'
says Pastor Buck Buchanan.
God will reward your sincere willingness to
commit to the journey and to press on.
Not that I have already obtained it, or have
already become perfect, but I press on in order
that I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid
hold of by Christ Jesus. Brethren, I do not regard
myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I
do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching
forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the
goal for the prize of the upward call of God in
Christ Jesus. (Philippians 3: 12—14 NASB)
Holy Spirit, I commit myself to Your care as I
move forward toward life, Your abundant life.
Amen.

Our deepest sympathies are extended
to the family of Billy Dearman

Grief Ministry Team
Della Copper
Mike Edwards
Bonnie Hall
Pam Hawfield
Kathy McNeill
Betsy Pierce
Paul Quattlebaum
Kaye Shaw
Deborah Ward
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803.397.4674
803.530.6944
803.429.2035
803.960.3481
803.640.1195
803.760.0897
803.603.4600
803.622.4114
803.687.0484

May Birthdays
5.1-Eliette Clare Bouknight
5.2-Caleigh Watson
5.3-Mike Edwards, Jessica McCormick
5.9- Koger Lake
5.10-Ashley R. Bouknight, Jan Giesen,
Sean Parker
5.11-Alice Graham
5.12-Billy Berry
5.13-Brad Bryant, Nolan Brigham
5.14-Ava Watson
5.15-Anna Moore, Ryan Swygert
5.16-Bennett Barr, Joseph Maye,
Kathryn Pitts, Nina Rayleigh Ott
5.19-Glenda Whittle
5.20-Nathan Ott
5.21-Matthew Pitts
5.22-Rosemary Knowlton
5.23-Nora Jane Barr
5.25-Cade Bouknight, Bryan Terlizzi
5.26-Wendy Zwart, Beth Settle
5.28-Bill Schumpert
5.30-Walt Bryant, Richard McDaniel
5.31-Eva Hagberg
Lifeline Life Line Screening, the
nation’s leading provider of preventive
health screenings, will offer affordable,
non-invasive and painless health
screenings at Leesville United Methodist
Church on Friday, May 13, 2022.
A package of five screenings to
identify risk for stroke, heart disease and
other chronic conditions will be offered:
Carotid Artery Screening (Plaque)
Peripheral Arterial Disease Screening
Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm (AAA)
Atrial Fibrillation
Osteoporosis Risk
These 5 vital screenings take 60-90
minutes to complete. Register by calling
toll free 1-888-653-6441, text the word
"circle" to 797979 or online at
https://llsa.social/HS
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Birth
Announcements
Congratulations to Kevin and Whitney
Coffman in the birth of their son, Kai Seth
Coffman born March 30. Kai is the great
grandson of David and Eula Mae Shealy.
Congratulations to David and April Moody
in the birth of their son, Townes Saunders
Moody. Townes’ proud grandparents are
Woody and Peg Worthy.

Serving at 9am

Serving at 11am

Greeters/Ushers
5.1 Doug & Della Copper
5.8 Juanita Hawfield &
Lynn Weathersbee
5.15 Kaye Shaw &
Paula Edwards
5.22 David Giesen &
Grig Sawyer

Ushers
Ed Bouknight & Terry Armstrong

Children’s Moments
5.1 Paula Edwards
5.8 Jan Giesen
5.15 Jessica McCormick
5.22 Wendy Zwart
Lay Readers
5.1 JoAnn Kneece
5.8 Ella Sawyer
5.15 John Kneece
5.22 Alice Graham

Flowers
5.1 David & Jan Giesen
5.8 John & Pam Aycock
5.15 Kaye Shaw
5.22 Troy & Bobbye Buzhardt
5.29 Bobbie Bouknight
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Acolytes
Graham Pierce and Pace Rikard
Children’s Moments
5.1 Betsy Pierce
5.8 Cissy Terlizzi
5.15 John Kneece
5.22 David Giesen
Lay Readers
5.1 Amy Bedenbaugh
5.8 Ellen Rikard
5.15 Terry Armstrong
5.22 Billy Berry
Nursery
5.1 Wayne and Linda Eastman
5.8 Billy and Beth Berry
5.15 Dee Dee Swygert,
Linda Eastman
5.22 Ty Bouknight, Ellen Rikard
5.29 Wayne and Linda Eastman
Crib Room
5.1 Nick and Ellen Rikard
5.8 Wayne and Linda Eastman
5.15 Brantley Buzhardt,
Mary Clare Price
5.22 Linda Eastman, Betsy Pierce
5.29 Billy and Beth Berry
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