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Every Summer Has A Story
As I look back at past summers, I see a trail of beautiful and
bittersweet memories. There have been summers that overflowed
with joy and summers filled with deep sadness and pain. The
common thread is that every summer was unique and had its own
tale to tell.
Just as every natural summer has a story, so does every spiritual
summer. We will each walk through the spiritual seasons many
times. Autumn is a time of change. Winter is a time of barrenness
and preparation. Spring is a time of rebirth. And summer is a time
for bearing fruit and embracing the abundant life that surrounds
us.
The key to embracing our spiritual summer, no matter what time
of year it is in the natural, is to remember to seize the joy of the
season. This is a time to feel the heavenly warmth on our face
and revel in the beauty that surrounds us. Relax, have fun,
celebrate, and abide in gratitude for the blessings that surround.
Fall and winter will come, but don’t let thoughts of the unknown
rob you of the joy of the moment.
Lord, thank you for the gift of summer. Thank you for ice cream
cones, backyard barbecues, and sun-drenched memories. May
we seize each moment of joy and remember that you are the true
cultivator of our harvest and author of our stories. Amen.
-Sarah Lundgren “At the Glorious Table”

June Birthdays
6.3-Bob Hartzog
6.4-Mac Pierce,
Genia Henwood
6.5-Becky Williamson
6.10-Mickey Hite
6.11-Melissa Cockrell,
Maryjo Marcavage
6.12-Walker Buzhardt,
Ryan Shaw
6.14-Phylis Bouknight,
Beth Williamson
6.15-Brantley R. Buzhardt,
Joey Terlizzi, Victoria Berry
6.17-Casen Buzhardt,
Nora Cockrell,
Peg McCulloch-Worthy,
Krystal Henwood
6.18-John Frederick
6.21-Will Berry,
Brandon Smith
6.22-Chase Swygert,
Tony Crady
6.25-DJ Barr, Adelynn Dowda,
6.28- Jo-Ann Kneece
6.29- Landon Soper
6.30-Matthew Barr

Kidpower
We went and watched Sing 2, enjoyed
popcorn, candy and a drink and ended the
day at Krispy Kreme enjoying a few
donuts. :-) We were missing several but
had a great time!

April’s
Perfect
Attendance
Aaron Cline,
Walker Buzhardt,
Fisher Hand,
Ansleigh Hand

May’s Acolytes

Graham Pierce and Pace Rikard

Director of
Student Ministries
LUMC has an opening for a part time Director of
Student Ministries. This is a 20-hour per week
position with a starting salary of $15/ hour.
Interested persons should contact Kaye Shaw via
email kayeshaw1205@gmail.com.

Pastor’s Corner
Summer is approaching. I cannot wait! I love the warm weather and spending
time in the water. Swimming, hiking, riding bikes, boating, camping, and
fishing….these are some of the many activities that are available to us during the
summer season. Summer also presents the most wonderful opportunities to relax and
spend time with family and friends in the sun. It really is the perfect season for
fellowship. Can you tell that I love summer?
As I think about the summer season, I am reminded of one of the most wonderful
chapters from the Book of Psalms, Psalms chapter 24. It reads,
“The earth is the LORD's, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell
therein.
For he hath founded it upon the seas, and established it upon the floods.
Who shall ascend into the hill of the LORD? or who shall stand in his holy place?
He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity,
nor sworn deceitfully.
He shall receive the blessing from the LORD, and righteousness from the God of his
salvation.
This is the generation of them that seek him, that seek thy face, O Jacob. Selah.
Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of
glory shall come in.
Who is this King of glory? The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle.
Lift up your heads, O ye gates; even lift them up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of
glory shall come in.
Who is this King of glory? The LORD of hosts, he is the King of glory. Selah.”
Psalm 24 is a powerful reminder that we are part of God’s larger creation. We
are connected to the earth, and are called to care for it, as part of our duties in this life.
When we interact with nature, enjoying the gifts that God has so graciously given us,
we gain the rare glimpse of our Father’s creative masterpiece.
Let’s have a great time this summer. Let’s also remember to have a healthy
respect for nature and all that dwells therein. Most importantly, let’s remember to
give thanks to the wonderful God and Father who has blessed us with the most
precious gift there was, is, and ever shall be: Jesus our Savior and Friend.
Yours in the Son,
Pastor Shawn

The National Day of Prayer
Leesville United Methodist Church opened its
sanctuary to the community as they observed
“The National Day of Prayer” on Thursday,
May 5th.
Our doors were open from 7am until 7pm for
quiet prayer. Beautiful instrumental hymns
played in the background, and a prayer guide
was available from the National Day of Prayer
committee.
This was our nation’s 70th annual observance
of “The National Day of Prayer”. The theme
this year was “Exalt the Lord who has
established us.” Colossians 2:6-7

Hailey Fulmer

Nina Shealy

Graduate Recognition
Sunday
Congratulations to our graduates
as they were recognized on
Sunday, May 22nd. Hailey Melissa
Fulmer is an honor graduate of
Batesburg-Leesville High School
and has plans to attend The
University of South Carolina to
pursue a degree in nursing. She is
the daughter of Jay and Kim
Fulmer. Trevor Armstrong is a
graduate of Piedmont Technical
College with an Associate’s Degree
in Business. His plans are to
pursue a career in business. He is
the son of Terry and the Reverend
Doctor Shawn Armstrong. Nina
Eadon Shealy graduated with a
certificate of general studies on
May 4, 2022, from Midlands
Technical College and will be
graduating from B-L High School
on May 26, 2022, with Honors.
She will be attending University of
SC Aiken in the fall majoring in
Business. Nina is the daughter of
Craig and Jana Shealy. Blessings
to our graduates as they begin the
next chapter of their journey!

Trevor Armstrong

Worship Notes

Tim and Jessica McCormick
Mother’s Day
9am service
Barry Shealy, Alice Graham,
& Dylan Shealy
Mother’s Day
9am service

The USCA Chamber Choir
Under the Direction of Dr. Joel Scraper
Mother’s Day
Traditional Service
Here are the favorite “Top 10” songs for
the 5th Sunday combined service’s
“Sing Along” ! “It is Well with My Soul”,
“Great is Thy Faithfulness”, “In the
Garden”, “Lift High the Cross”, “Morning
Has Broken”, “Pass it On”, “Standing on
the Promises”, “Victory in Jesus”, “I’ll
Fly Away”, and “Blessed Assurance”.

Daylene Pitts, Nancy Hare,
and Alan Whitman
joining the Hand Bell Choir
of St. James Lutheran for their
recent homecoming service

Pictured: Koger Lake, Phylis
Bouknight, and Alice Graham

Recently, members of the Vera
Goldman Circle cheerfully donated
eighteen blankets for patients needing
some extra warmth during their
treatment at BL Fresenius Kidney Care.
Pictured is Bobbie Bouknight

“Birthday girls of the quarter” from
the Open Door Class celebrated
lunch with class friends at Angelo’s
on May 13th. We missed these
birthday girls who were unable to
attend: Kate Eckert, JoAnn
Kneece, and Jan Giesen. A fun
time was enjoyed by all.

The Challengers
Sunday School Class
The Challengers have a heart for “the least of these”,
and God certainly places those in need on their path
and provides the means for assistance. This past
month, they have given $300 to help three homeless
boys, and provided $400 in gas money for a family
with traveling expenses due to medical needs.
Blessed to be a blessing!
It’s been several years since we’ve had a the 5th
Sunday Breakfast. Boy have we missed it and the
wonderful fellowship! This breakfast honored the
memory of Officer Drew Barr and also the
memory of our service men and women who gave it
all for our freedoms.

Donations were received for the
Cayce Police Department’s K-9 Unit

United Methodist Men

The UMM had a workday to prepare the
playground for VBS. Great job, guys!

First Sunday Food Drive
The May “First Sunday Food Drive” was
another good one. The donations were
taken to Wittenberg's Food Pantry and
included a lot of the requested grits.
Our next drive will be taking up
donations for Christian Ministries on
June 5th. An e-mail reminder will be sent
out highlighting any requested items.

Church Events
6.5-6.9 Food Truck
Party VBS
6.19 Father’s Day
Photo Booth
6.21 First Day of Summer

Heritage Day

Thank you for your continuing support of
our neighbors in need. As we get into
the summer months, please remember
that hunger does not take a vacation.
-Wayne Eastman

Leesville UMC’s Heritage Display
Photographs and Information
collected by Clark and Trudy Matthews

April’s Mission Project News
Thanks to your generosity and in
appreciation of their service, our local law
enforcement officers and staff received a
personal note of thanks and a $20 gift card
to one of our many local eating
establishments. Our April mission was
successful in expressing our appreciation to
the BL law enforcement staff.

LEESVILLE UMC PARTICIPATES IN B-L LITERACY
BOARD’S FIRST ANNUAL SPELLING BEE
Leesville United Methodist Church was recently featured “above” and “below” the front-page fold of
The Twin City News last week. There was also a large write-up in the middle of the paper featuring
coverage of the First Annual Spelling Bee hosted April 21, 2022, by Faith Lutheran Church in Batesburg.
The purpose of the event was to bring the community together in support of this summer’s B-L Summer
Literacy Program. The LUMC Team, eloquently named “Don’t Stop Bee-lieving” competed against the
Strong Body Fitness Team.
The Spelling Bee consisted of three rounds (easy, medium, and hard), along with a 12 word
“lightening round” in which team captains spelled as many words as possible during the time allotted. The
Spelling Bee, excitingly, raised almost $2000 for the Summer Reading Program, and it turned out to be a
night that will be treasured by all for years to come. The LUMC Team Members were Mr. Terry Armstrong,
Mr. Andy Bedenbaugh, and Team Captain Stephanie Sawyer. The Strong Body Fitness Team, as well as
many others, including John Kneece, Rosemary Knowlton, Daylene Pitts, Rev. Lisa Isenhower, Mayor
Lancer Shull, Tricia Wilburn, Donna Fabrizio, Rev. Dr. Doris Hicks, Elizabeth Phillips, Twin City News
Reporter Tonya Rogers, Linda Goodman, and countless others, graciously and selflessly offered of their
time.
After several tense and very competitive moments, the LUMC Team finally took the lead in the
competition during the lightening round when Stephanie Sawyer spelled 11/12 words correctly with time
to spare. The LUMC team’s traveling trophy has been engraved and is housed in the LUMC trophy case in
the Narthex outside the Fellowship Hall. It will stay there until next year’s event where it will be up for
grabs again.
Teaching a child to read is commonly thought to be the best tool to help prevent and overcome
poverty. A child who cannot read, will not be able to read God’s Word. It’s important that we continue as a
church and community to offer our strongest support to those who face, what must seem like,
insurmountable economic and social obstacles. According to www.census.gov, the B-L Community has
between 17-19% poverty rate. As the cost of affordable housing continues to rise (2020 median gross rent
rate was $768), while minimum wage remains at $7.25 per hour, the decks are stacked even more against
the poor as they struggle to pay other expenses such as rising prices at the pump, electric, water, insurance,
and food. As of 2020, 15.1% of residents right here in Batesburg Leesville are without health insurance.
The US Census Bureau assigns each family 1/48 different poverty status’ based on the number and
age of the people present in the home. This number is updated annually to reflect changes in the Consumer
Price Index. All incomes of residents in the home are added together and the total number is compared
with the poverty threshold to determine a family’s ratio of income to poverty. When the family is assigned
a poverty level, everyone in the household receives the same designation. Those who are part of the
poverty cycle are often known as being part of the “poverty universe”. Certain conditions within the
“poverty universe” make getting out of the cycle even harder. Giving a child the assistance that they need
to read is a huge step in helping with this difficult situation.
On behalf of the LUMC Faith Community, I want to thank you for your support of this very
important ministry. Reading is important! Through endeavors such as the Spelling Bee, one step at a time,
one day at time, we ARE making a difference in the lives of those who are less fortunate in our community
that we love so much.
-Dr. Armstrong

LUMC is Proud
of our
Spelling Bee
Team!
LUMC Participants:
Terry Armstrong,
Andy Bedenbaugh,
and Stephanie Sawyer
Judges’ Panel:
LUMC:
Dr. Shawn Armstrong

One of several lists
from the event.

May 2022 Church Council Highlights
The Church Council of Leesville United Methodist Church met on Thursday, May 19,
2022. Below are the highlights of the meeting:
Finance: Giving continues to be strong and we are in good financial shape. Thanks to
everyone for their faithful support of the church especially as we enter the summer
months.
SPPRC: The committee is still looking for a Director of Student Ministries. The church
secretary will be on vacation June 5-9; plans are being made to make sure the church
office is open during this time.
Trustees: The committee is still working to create facilities use forms. They are
exploring how to best replace the white board surfaces in some of the Sunday School
rooms. Dominion Energy has a program that will fund 90% of a facilities change to
interior LED lighting; this option is being explored for our church. The Trustees want to
thank Alan Whitman for removing some of the dead shrubs and replacing them with
new plants to enhance the beauty of our church grounds.
United Women of Faith: No Report.
United Methodist Men: The UMM did not have a meeting in May. The will also not
meet in the summer, but will resume meetings in the fall. There will be a workday on
Saturday, May 21 at 8 am to get the playground ready for VBS.
Communications: The Mother’s Day photo booth was a success! There will be a
photo booth for Graduate Recognition Sunday; any current or future graduate will have
the opportunity to get a photo to remember the end of the 2022 school year. There will
be an advertisement in The Advocate for our Director of Student Ministries position.
This important position and the upcoming VBS are being posted on Facebook.
Missions: Because of the generosity of the church, we were able to give all BL Police
Department officers and staff $20 gift cards. At this time, the Mother’s Day offering to
Epworth is ongoing. The June Mission will focus on mental health. The first Sunday
food donations continue to be successful. As we move into the summer months, we are
asked to please continue this important ministry. Hunger does not take a vacation.

Technology: The camera was moved to a permanent more central position in the
Fellowship Hall. Microphones were added to gather the sound of the congregation
singing and the projector filter has been cleaned. All these things have enhanced the
live streaming component of the 9 am worship service. In the sanctuary, the camera
will soon be permanently mounted and microphones added to enhance the 11 am live
streaming service.
Youth: No Report.
Children: The final KidPower outing for this school year is May 22. Vacation Bible
School for children age 3 through 5th grade will be June 5-9. There will also be an
adult class. Thanks to Ellen Rikard for organizing and leading this year’s VBS.
Worship Committee: The committee met on May 12 and discussed many topics.
May 22 will be Graduate Recognition/Heritage Sunday. Three graduates will be
honored. May 29 (5th Sunday) will have a 9 am breakfast (donations in memory of
Officer Drew Barr) in the fellowship hall, 10 am Sunday School, and at 11 am a Sing
Along in the sanctuary. For the 9 am service on June 12, Laura Axson will lead the
music. On June 19, there will be a Father’s Day photo booth available.
Church History: Special thanks to Trudy Barr Matthews for her efforts to find and
organize artifacts of our church history. Much information was found in the 1981
Centennial booklet. She has spoken to several long time members to help trace
some of the historical objects. She has tracked down items believed to come from the
time that Middleburg Methodist joined with Leesville Methodist to form Leesville
United Methodist in 1968. She has collected many photos and is attempting to create
archival copies to preserve them for years to come. She suggested the formation of a
church history committee. If you would like to participate, please contact Trudy.
Pastor’s Report: The pastor has attended several sports games to support the
church youth. She is scheduling to meet with families that would like a home visit.
During Lent, she has read several books to increase her learning. She has attended
a clergy meeting at St. Paul UMC. In the community, she has attended a clergy
breakfast and two Ministerial Alliance meetings. In addition, she participated in the
Spelling Bee to raise money for the Summer Enrichment Program.
The next Church Council meeting is Thursday, August 18 at 7pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Mike Edwards, Council Chairperson

Grief Ministry

Healthy Grieving: Step Six
"Sometimes the best remedy for grief is finding some way to touch somebody else's
life," says Dr. Larry Crabb.
Maybe it's time to change the focus of your thoughts from yourself
to other people. Open your eyes to the needs around you. Through your
experience you have developed new character traits and knowledge, and you have
received encouragement and consolation with which you, in turn, can comfort others.
Quiet yourself before God and listen for His still, small voice within you. He will direct
you to where you are needed.
Holy Lord, in the words of David to You: “Show me your ways, guide me in your truth
and O Lord, teach me your paths; teach me, for you are God my Savior, and my hope
is in you all day long" (Psalm 25:4—5). Amen.

Our deepest sympathies are extended to the family of Linda Hite Danielsen
Grief Ministry Team
Della Copper
Mike Edwards
Bonnie Hall
Pam Hawfield
Kathy McNeill
Betsy Pierce
Paul Quattlebaum
Kaye Shaw
Deborah Ward

803.397.4674
803.530.6944
803.429.2035
803.960.3481
803.640.1195
803.760.0897
803.603.4600
803.622.4114
803.687.0484

We Love Our Moms!

Burgundy Barr and Family

Betsy Pierce and Family

Dr. Armstrong and Family

Chris Quattlebaum and Family

Jeni Hand and Family

Pat Barr and Family

Jessica McCormck and Family

Amber Bouknight and Family

Nursery: Evie, Levi, and Ollie

Serving at 9am

Serving at 11am

Greeters/Ushers
6.5 Duane & Deborah Ward
6.12 Billy Shaw & Ryan Shaw
6.19 Doug & Della Copper
6.26 Juanita Hawfield &
Lynn Weathersbee

Ushers
Scott Buzhardt, Ryan McDaniel

Children’s Moments
6.5 Paula Edwards
6.12 Jan Giesen
6.19 Jessica McCormick
6.26 Wendy Zwart
Lay Readers
6.5 Jan Giesen
6.12 Wendy Zwart
6.19 John Kneece
6.26 Grig Sawyer

Flowers
6.5 Paul Quattlebaum
6.12 Paul & Dee Dee Swygert
6.19 Billy Shaw
6.26 John & JoAnn Kneece

Acolytes
Nate Price and Bubba Buzhardt
Children’s Moments
6.5 Betsy Pierce
6.12 Cissy Terlizzi
6.19 John Kneece
6.26 David Giesen
Lay Readers
6.5 Cissy Terlizzi
6.12 Ed Bouknight
6.19 Jana Shealy
6.26 Scott Buzhart
Nursery
6.5 Brantley Buzhardt,
Mary Clare Price
6.12 Nick and Ellen Rikard
6.19 Billy and Beth Berry
6.26 Wayne & Linda Eastman
Crib Room
6.5 Pat Barr, Trudy Matthews
6.12 Wayne & Linda Eastman
6.19 Ty Bouknight,
Betsy Pierce
6.26 Brantley Buzhardt,
Mary Clare Price

