
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“You Can Give  

Me the Power to Do Good” 
 
“Dear Father, take this day’s life into your keeping. 

Guide all my thoughts and feelings.  
Direct all my energies.  

Instruct my mind. 
 Sustain my will.  

Take my hands and give me the skill to serve you. 
Take my feet and make them quick  

to do whatever you ask.  
Take my eyes and keep them fixed  

on your everlasting beauty.  
Take my mouth and give me the words  

to tell others of your love. 
“Make this day a day of obedience,  

a day of spiritual joy and peace.  
Make this day’s work a little part of the work 

 of the kingdom of my Lord Jesus,  
in whose name these prayers are said.” 

Amen 
-John Baille 
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10.2 First Sunday Food Drive 
 
10.3 Vera Goldman Circle   7pm 
 Mamie Leaphart Circle       7pm 
 UMM                                     7pm 
 
10.10 Columbus Day 
 
10.13 Worship Committee   7pm 
 
10.16 Relay for Life 
          Leesville Park         3-7pm 
 
10.20 Church Council          7pm 
 
10.25 SPRC                           7pm 
 
10.30 Homecoming             
Sunday School                   10am 
Worship in Sanctuary        11am 
Covered Dish Dinner         Noon 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Congratulations to 
Heath Pierce and 

Fisher Hand  
who had perfect 

attendance in Sunday 
school in August! 

Fisher Hand 

Thank you! 
 
The Praise Band recently received 
this beautiful gift from LUMCer 
Nancy Howell for their service in 
bringing the music through on-line 
worship during the pandemic. What 
a treasure! 

Fischer Pierce and Conner Rikard 

Loving church and loving God! 

Acolytes 

Chandler Bouknight 
and Kyrstall Henwood 



 

Adopt-A-College Student  
Seven LUMC college students have been adopted for the school year of 2022-2023!  

Our thanks to the The Bill Jones Sunday School Class, The Challengers Sunday School 
Class, The New Life Sunday School Class, The Open Door Sunday School Class,  

and The Vera Goldman Circle for loving on our students this year!!  
They would love to hear from you, too! Let’s flood their boxes  

with encouragement and love! 
 

“Adopt-a-College Student” 
Mailing Addresses 

 
1. Catherine Bedenbaugh is attending the College of Charleston 

          930 Morrison Dr. (Apartment 329A) Charleston, SC 29403 
 
 
 

2. Caroline Bedenbaugh is attending the USC, Columbia 
         112 Silo Court Apartment 1012A Columbia, SC 29201 
 
 
 

3. Hailey Fulmer is attending the University of SC, Columbia 
          UofSC mail id # 86881 1300 Wheat Street. Columbia, SC 29225-0112 
 
 
 

4. Darcee Jacobs is attending the University of SC, Beaufort 
         146 University Parkway Okatie SC 29909 
 
 
 

5. Andrew Sanders is attending Clemson University 
    155 Anderson Highway Apt 320, Clemson SC, 29631 
 
 
6. Sydney Sanders is attending the University of SC, Aiken 

         467 East Columbia Avenue Leesville, SC 
 
 

7. Makayla Wright is attending Piedmont Technical College 
         751 Northside Dr.  Apt. V4 Greenwood, SC 29649 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October’s Birthdays 
 

10.1-Jenny Brown, Wayne Hall,  
        Nate Price, Woody Worthy 
10.2-Marshall Gettys, David Rankin 
10.4-Andy Bedenbaugh,  
        Chandler Bouknight 
10.5-Andrew Gettys 
10.6- Susan Wright 
10.7-Larry Brigham, Sean Spencer 
10.9-Debra Fowler, John Kneece 
10.12-Holly Guy 
10.15-Josh Ott 
10.17-Amber Bouknight 
10.18-Burgundy Barr,  
          Michael Kinard, Nick Rikard 
10.20-Tanner Fulmer 
10.23-Tiffiany H. Clamp, Elaine Faithful, 
           Darcee Jacobs 
10.24-Sid Fallaw, Robert Mabus 
10.30-Levi McDaniel 

 2022 
Charge 

Conference 

Leesville UMC’s 2022 Charge 
Conference was held on Sunday, 

September 18, 2022 in the sanctuary with 
twenty-four members in attendance. 

District Superintendent, Dr. Love, 
presided over the meeting as reports 
were shared by Dr. Armstrong and 

committee chairs. This meeting was a 
time of celebration for what God has 

been doing through LUMC! Our church 
received a certificate for paying 100% of 

our apportionments. 

First Sunday Food Drive 

     Thank you for the great continuing 
support of the First Sunday Food Drives. 
We delivered seven tote bins of food to 
Wittenberg's Food Pantry in September. 
    Our October First Sunday Food Drive will 
benefit Christian Ministries and be held on 
October 2. They always have a need for 
non-perishable food items like canned 
vegetables and fruits, canned meat, tuna, 
and salmon, 2 lb. bags of rice, 2 lb. bags of 
dried beans, 2 lb. bags of grits, spaghetti 
pasta and sauce, peanut butter and jelly, 
and some of the quick food items like mac 
and cheese, cereal, pop tarts, and oatmeal. 
As always, they also need grocery bags, 12 
count egg cartons, and cleaning supplies. 
An e-mail blast will be sent out the week 
before October 2 with any special needs 
they have. 
Again, thank you for all your help 
and support. -Wayne Eastman 
 

Charge Conference 
Left to right: Troy Buzhardt, 

 Dr. Armstrong,  
Mike Edwards, Dr. Stephen Love 



 

The Vera Goldman Circle 
Nineteen ladies of the Vera Goldman 
Circle gathered for their September 
meeting and enjoyed being together in 
Christian fellowship. Their local mission for 
the month was to bring items to help stock 
the student “pantry” at BL High School.  
Thank you, ladies for your continuous 
mission work.-Phylis Bouknight 

 

August’s Mission 
School Supplies 

WOW…What a great response to 
donations of school supplies!  Needy 

children and young people in our local 
schools will be so thankful for them. I 

thank you all for your generosity in your 
response of our August mission. -Phylis 

 

 

Relay for Life will be held at Leesville 
College Park on Sunday, October 16th from 

3-7pm. Stop by LUMC’s tent for delicious 
refreshments as we honor survivors of 
cancer and the memory of those who 

battled it! 
 

LUMC Team Members 
Pat Barr 

Della Copper 
Alice Graham 

Koger Lake 
Wendy Zwart 

Beth Williamson-Team Captain 
 

LUMC Business Sponsors 
 

$250 Sponsors: 
SC Poultry Festival 

Leesville Merchants’ Association 
 

$100 
Tony & Marilyn Crady 

Leesville United Methodist Church 
Mamie Leaphart Circle-LUMC 

Palmetto Green 
Challengers Sunday School Class-LUMC 

Praise Band-LUMC 
Rawls Auto Auction 

Ridge Lumber 
Grig, Stephanie, Ella,  

John, and James Sawyer 
Homer D. (Billy) Shaw 

SouthState Bank 
State Farm-Larry Brigham Agency 

Williamson Web Solutions 
 
 
 



 

 
Pastor’s Corner 

Scripture Reference:  John 14:1-7 (NIV) “Do not let your hearts be troubled.  You believe 
in God, believe also in me.  2) My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, 
would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you?  3) And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be 
where I am.  4) You know the way to the place where I am going.” 5) Thomas said to him, 
“Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?” 6) Jesus 
answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except 
through me. 7) If you really know me, you will know my Father as well.  From now on, you 
do know him and have seen him.” 
 
Early mornings used to be a pretty hectic time for our family of five.  To be perfectly 
honest, it still seems a bit chaotic, but we have rearranged our morning routine to include 
a fresh word.  As it turns out morning is exactly what we needed to bring peace and 
tranquility to our morning routine. 
 
One particular Saturday morning, Terry and I were engaged in a conversation about wars 
throughout history.  In order to try and process exactly what we are experiencing in 2022.  
As we continued to discuss, the conversation got more and more “out there.”  I began to 
think out loud, “What if this country does this or that Country responds with this 
measure?” 
 
When we read these verses together from John 14:1-7, Christ’s word literally breathed 
peace, hope, and anticipation into my heart.  In this passage, Jesus gave life –giving 
advice. “I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through 
me.”  (verse 6).  As believers, we must practice our faith by keeping Jesus Christ in the 
forefront of our minds, least we become distracted by the hustle and bustle of everyday 
life.  It’s pretty easy for believers to get overwhelmed with the events of the world when 
we fail to factor in Jesus. He is our strength, our comfort, our friend.  He is constantly on 
the move going before us and protecting/providing for us in ways that we could not 
possibly understand. 
In a world where complex social, political, and economic issues have the potential to 
cause frustration our answer is simple… Jesus.  Only Jesus can guide us.  Only Jesus 
can sustain and equip us as we move forward in grace.  “There is this place….” He 
whispers, “Just trust in me,” He says. 
 
My prayer for the good folks at Leesville UMC is that we will continue to remain laser 
focused on the gentle savior, even in the most mundane tasks in life, whether that be 
mowing grass, ball practice, sports, washing dishes, doing homework… the everyday 
things in those everyday but sacred moments we can choose to believe and pray.  Christ 
is closer to us in these moments than we could have ever imagined. 
Be Blessed, 
Pastor Shawn 
 



 

 

Grief Ministry Team 

 

Della Copper           803.397.4674 
Mike Edwards          803.530.6944 
Bonnie Hall         803.429.2035 
Pam Hawfield          803.960.3481 
Kathy McNeill          803.640.1195 
Betsy Pierce         803.760.0897 
Paul Quattlebaum    803.603.4600 
Kaye Shaw          803.622.4114 
Deborah Ward          803.687.0484 

 

Grief Ministry 

Express Your Emotions Freely 
     The grieving customs in ancient Israel involved a great deal of free expression, 
especially compared to today’s culture. 
      After King Saul, his son, and Israel's army were defeated, "David and all the men with 
him took hold off their clothes and tore them. They mourned and wept and fasted till 
evening for Saul and his son Jonathan, and for the army of the LORD and the house of 
Israel, because they had fallen by the sword" (2 Samuel 1:11—12). 
      First of all, David and all the men mourned their loss together as a group. "Group 
grieving" is an effective tool for the journey, but in today's culture it is something that you 
must seek out, usually in the form of a support group. 
The second action of David and his men was to take hold off their clothes and tear them. 
They released their energy in a way that was physical, yet not harmful. 
     Lastly, and still as a group, they "mourned and wept and fasted till evening." In their 
culture they were free to openly express and share their grieving emotions, and they were 
expected to do so. 
Think of the forms of mourning that you have engaged in. How does it compare to the 
mourning of David and his men? You can learn from the past and be a part of an 
improved future. 
Glorious Lord, I want to express my emotions freely, actively and without embarrassment, 
Amen. 
 

Our sympathies and prayers are extended to Diana Bussard, Jay and Sarah Pardue, and Shelli Beam in the recent 
passing of Diana’s mother, Mrs. Betty Windt.  Our sympathies and prayers are also extended to the family of Mrs. 
Miriam Allen. 



 

 

September 2022 Church Council Meeting Highlights 
 

The Church Council of Leesville United Methodist Church met on Thursday, September 15, 2022. 
Below are the highlights of the meeting: 
 
SPPRC: The committee has completed salary recommendations for the staff to prepare for charge 
conference.  Next month the committee will complete the annual pastor’s evaluation. 
 
Finance: Donations for August were very good.  Thanks to everyone for continuing to support the 
church as we hope to finish the year in good financial shape.  A motion was presented from the 
Finance Committee to change our current Capital Improvement Savings fund to Contingency Fund.  
All spending from this fund would still need to be approved by church council, but this would allow 
more flexibility in its usage.  After some discussion, the motion passed unanimously.  The 2023 church 
budget was presented as a motion from the committee in preparation for charge conference.  The 
2023 budget represented an increase of 1.82% over the 2022 budget.  After some discussion, the 
budget was passed with two members dissenting. 
 
Nominations: In preparation for charge conference, Pastor Shawn presented the proposed lay 
leadership for 2023.  The list was unanimously approved.  Thanks to everyone for being willing to 
serve the church in the upcoming year. 
 
United Women in Faith: The group had no meetings in July and August.  The circles began meeting 
in August.  On November 13, the group will sponsor a drop-in celebrating the veterans in our church 
during the Sunday school hour.  The congregation is encouraged to drop by for a visit to thank our 
veterans. 
 
United Methodist Men: The UMM have decided to sponsor the steak supper again this year on 
December 3.  The group will meet next on October 3 to make plans for the upcoming event. 
 
Communications: The September newsletter was well received with lots of articles submitted by the 
congregation.  Articles for the October newsletter are due September 20. 
 
Missions: Many school supplies were given for our August mission.  Each of the Lexington Three 
schools received some supplies. The September mission is supporting the Lion’s Club by collecting 
old glasses and through the September 24 broom sale.  For the September first Sunday food 
collection, five heavy totes and 6 grocery bags were given to the Wittenberg Food Pantry. The October 
mission will be Operation Christmas Child. 
 
Trustees: The committee met on September 6.  They approved a worship committee request to use 
the old Scout room for a heritage display during the October Homecoming.  They hope to have 
facilities use form completed in the near future.  They will be asking for bids to clean the carpet in 
some areas of the church.  The parsonage walk-through went well, and that form has been completed 
for charge conference.  Phase II of the Dominion Energy light replacement in part of the new section of 
the church has been completed.  Phase I, which will include the fellowship hall, will be completed after 
October.  
 
Technology: The group will meet a request from the worship committee to have the fellowship hall 
available for an overflow crowd if needed during our October 5th Sunday Homecoming. 

 
 

 



 

Youth: The Youth and Family Fun Sunday was well attended and was a lot of fun.  Thanks to 
Alan Whitman and Nancy Hare for hosting the event. 
 
Children: No report. 
 
Worship Committee: The committee met on September 8 to discuss worship plans for the rest 
of the year.  For the 9am 2nd Sunday service in October, Alice Graham and Laura Axson will be 
providing the music.  The Shealy family will provide the music for the 9am 2nd Sunday service in 
November.  November 6 will be All Saint’s Sunday and November 27 is the 1st Sunday in Advent.  
We will again have two Christmas Eve services; one at 4pm and another at 6pm. For the 5th 
Sunday in October, the church will have Homecoming.  The Reverend Dan Bradley will give the 
message and the service will be followed by a covered dish meal.  A Heritage Room will be open 
(if you have old photos, please let Trudy Matthews know), Rosemary Sanders will give the 
children’s message, Clark Matthews will play the piano/organ and any former choir members are 
asked to participate.  There will be a Homecoming Photo Booth to remember the special day.  
The next meeting of the worship committee will be October 13. 
 
Pastor’s Report: The pastor has been very busy preparing for our upcoming charge conference.  
We will have a baptism and add church members during the 9am service on September 25. 
 
Old Business: Seven youth are participating in our Adopt-a-College student initiative.  All the 
students have been adopted!  A list of students’ addresses is available if you would like to send 
our students cards during the year. 
 
New Business: A nursery for the 9am service has been started again. One adult and one youth 
are needed each week, so if you would be willing to serve a Sunday please let Wendy Zwart 
know.  Adults need to be safe sanctuary certified. There was a discussion about advertising our 
church and supporting our youth with a sports banner.  John Kneece will contact the Lexington 
Three athletic office to find out more details.  Finally, just a reminder that October is Pastor 
Appreciation Month.  Let us shower our pastor and her family with love especially during this 
month. 
 
The next Church Council meeting is Thursday, October 20 at 7pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mike Edwards, Council Chairperson 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Serving at 9am 
 
Greeters/Ushers 
10.2 Juanita Hawfield  
         Lynn Weathersbee 
10.9 JoAnn Kneece, Paula Edwards 
10.16 David Giesen & Grig Sawyer 
10.23 Debra Fowler,  
          Lynn Weathersbee 
10.30 Combined Service 
 
Children’s Moments 
10.2 Jessica McCormick 
10.9 Wendy Zwart 
10.16 John Kneece 
10.23 Paula Edwards 
10.30 Combined Service 
 
Lay Readers 
10.2 John Kneece 
10.9 Alice Graham 
10.16 Ella Sawyer 
10.23 JoAnn Kneece 
10.30 Combined Service 
 
Nursery 
10.2 Paula Edwards, Ella Sawyer 
10.9 Juanita Hawfield, TBA 
10.16 Jeni and Joesy Hand 
10.23 Debra Fowler, TBA 
10.30 Combined Service 
 

Flowers 
10.2 Nancy Maye 
10.9 David & Mildred Rankin 
10.16 Ed & Phylis Bouknight 
10.23 Steve & Wendy Zwart 
10.30 Alan & Paula Fallaw 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Serving at 11am 
 
Ushers 
Billy Berry and Cole Price 
 
Acolytes 
Nate Price and Pace Rikard 
 
Children’s Moments 
10.2 Betsy Pierce 
10.9 Cissy Terlizzi 
10.16 John Kneece 
10.23 Daivd Giesen 
10.30 Rosemary Sanders 
 
Lay Readers 
10.2 Mary Clare Price 
10.9 Ty Bouknight 
10.16 Amy Bedenbaugh 
10.23 Ellen Rikard  
10.30 Terry Armstrong 
 
Nursery 
10.2 Betsy Pierce, Dee Dee Swygert 
10.9 Brantley Buzhardt,  
        Mary Clare Price 
10.16 Wayne & Linda Eastman 
10.23 Billy & Beth Berry 
10.30 Linda Eastman,  
          Dee Dee Swygert 
 
Crib Room 
10.2 Billy & Beth Berry 
10.9 Pat Barr, Trudy Matthews 
10.16 Nick & Ellen Rikard 
10.23 Linda Eastman, Betsy Pierce 
10.30 Brantley Buzhardt,  
          Mary Clare Price



 

 


