
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Leesville 
UMC 

The Gift of Giving 

DECEMBER NEWSLETTER 2022 

Church Events 
 
12.2 
Christmas in Leesville       6-8pm 
 
12.3  
UMM Steak Supper   
Eat in or Take Out               5-7pm 
 
12.4 
First Sunday Food Drive 
Youth                               5:30-7pm 
 
12.11  
Caroling & Jesus’  
Birthday Party                        3pm 
Cantata                                    7pm 
 
12.18 
Handbells                              11am 
Youth                               5:30-7pm 
 
12.24 
Candlelight & Communion 
Christmas Eve Services    4&6pm 
 
12.25 
Christmas Day Service         10am 
 
 

     “He that giveth, let him do it with simplicity” Romans 12:8b.   
The word simplicity you would think means simple, not so. The 
word means to give with sincerity and abundance. It carries the 
idea of not giving for show. 
     Now, while we are all to give, the gift of giving sees a need and 
says, “I’ll take care of that.” Every church needs those who have 
the gift of giving. They are the ones who take care of many needs 
around the church and never ask or require any attention for doing 
so. 
      Charles Spurgeon had the gift of giving. According to a 
story, Charles and his wife, Susannah, would sell eggs their 
chickens laid, but refused to give any away. Even close relatives 
were told, “You may have them if you pay for them.” As a result, 
some people labeled the Spurgeons greedy and grasping. 
     They accepted the criticisms without defending themselves, and 
only after Mrs. Spurgeon died was the full story revealed.  All the 
profits from the sale of eggs went to support two elderly 
widows. Because the Spurgeons were unwilling to let their left 
hand know what the right hand was doing (Matt. 6:3), they endured 
the attacks in silence. 
       That’s usually how those with the gift of giving handle things: 
sincerely, abundantly, and quietly. If you have the gift of giving, 
may God bless you for using it.  No church could make it without 
people such as yourself. 
-Dr. Mike Rouse 
“Refreshing Daily in God’s Word” 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Homecoming at Leesville UMC 

October 30, 2022 

Look for the January Edition of the newsletter for a wonderful recap of our 
Homecoming. There will be many pictures of the items in the Heritage 
Room, Worship, and the Covered Dish Luncheon taken by photographer, 
Jeni Hand. You won’t want to miss it! Enjoy this sneak peek of candids 
taken that day! 



 

Homecoming Photo Booth 

The Sanders 

The Swygerts 

The Henwoods 

The Barrs 

The Shaws 

Wendy & Debra 



 

 

Grief Ministry 

Grow Closer to God 
     In moments of grief you always have the choice of how you are going to respond.  
Dr. Ray Pritchard describes Job's response to his intense losses and tragedies: The 
Bible says that when he had lost everything, he bowed his face before the Lord, and he 
worshiped. 
     "When you face those moments when the entire world has turned against you,  
you have a choice; You can either turn away from the Lord and walk away from the only 
hope that you have, or you can fall on your face before the Lord and say, 'Oh God, have 
mercy. Oh God, I do not understand, but I do believe that You are the eternal God, and I 
commit my soul to You.' 
     "If you let your grief lead you back to God, in the end your soul will be purified, and 
you will come into an experience of God greater, deeper, and closer than you have ever 
known before. 
     Job chose to worship God and in the end was blessed abundantly. "Then Job arose 
and tore his robe and shaved his heady and he fell to the ground and worshiped. He 
said, 'Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked I shall return there. The LORD 
gave and the LORD has taken away. Blessed be the name of the LORD.' Through all 
this Job did not sin nor did he blame God. 
 
God You are powerful and living and real. Have mercy on me. I do not understand why I 
am going through this. Bless me, Lord. I want to experience You deeper and closer than 
ever before. Amen. 
 
Our deepest sympathies are eextended to Azalea Heape and her family in the passing of Jack on 

November 5, 2022. Our prayers are lifted for peace and comfort. 

Grief Ministry Team 
 
               Della Copper           803.397.4674 
               Mike Edwards          803.530.6944 
               Bonnie Hall         803.429.2035 
               Pam Hawfield          803.960.3481 
               Kathy McNeill          803.640.1195 
               Betsy Pierce         803.760.0897 
               Paul Quattlebaum    803.603.4600 
               Kaye Shaw          803.622.4114 
               Deborah Ward          803.687.0484 
 



 

 

Pastor’s Corner for December 
 
 
Scripture Reference: “The people who have walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
those who dwell in a land of deep darkness, on them a light has shown.” (Isaiah 9:2) 
  
     When I was a little girl, a kind man gifted my father with an old upright piano. Most of 
the keys did not work. There were critters inside, as well. However, my dad stored it in the 
old shed behind the house. After school each day, I would put on my brother’s size twelve 
black skates, stuff them with socks so they would not fall off, and skated up and down the 
driveway for hours. Each time I passed the old piano, I would play a few notes and dream 
of someday owning my very own piano with new ivory keys. I listed “piano” on my 
Christmas wish list that year, but even as a child, knew that it would be impossible for my 
recently widowed mother. You can imagine my surprise when, on Christmas morning, I 
awoke to a brand-new Baldwin Spindle piano decorated with a big red bow.  To this day, I 
have not been able to figure out how my mom and brother moved that piano into our 
house without waking me from my candy cane dreams. 
 While that piano was a wonderful and surprising gift, Isaiah 9:2 served as a powerful 
reminder of the ultimate Christmas present, Jesus Christ, the light of the world. He is the 
King of Kings and the Lord of Lords. What a huge surprise that a tiny little baby born in a 
stall would offer a light to the world that was so bright that he would illuminate the path to 
salvation. This tiny little baby would someday offer his life on the cross of Calvary and 
open the door for humanity’s reconciliation with our creator. By his birth, death, and 
resurrection, Christ opened the door of salvation to all who would believe in, and put their 
trust in, Him. The Bible tells us that He is the light of the world, and all who believe in Him 
will never have to walk in darkness again. The light of His presence is incredible, 
spectacular, and unfathomable. How appropriate that a bright star in the sky above 
announced His birth! Isn’t that just like God? 
 I am so glad that God gave us the wonderful gift of His Son Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Thank you, God, for this precious gift.  May the light of Christ’s presence fill your 
homes and your hearts this holiday season. Merry Christmas from our family to yours. As 
Always, I Remain, 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
Shawn 
 
Dear LUMC Family, 
            Thank you so very much for all the meals, cards, gift cards, and other goodies that 
you showered our family with for Pastor’s Appreciation Month in October. You truly are 
one of a kind, and I love each of you. 
Much love in Christ,  
Dr. Shawn Armstrong 
 



 

 
 

All Saints Sunday 
November 6, 2022 

William Eugene Maye 
July 9, 1957-December 15, 2021 

Shepherd Carol Shealy 
October 6, 1935-January 2, 2022 

Tinsley Layne Gettys 
January 13, 2022-February 10, 2022 

 

Miriam Louise Watts Anderson Allen 
September 16, 1933-September 17, 2022 

Our congregation at Leesville UMC honored the memory of LUMCers who have 
gone on to glory this past year. We also remembered the saints in our lives by 
placing their names on butterflies and displaying them on the banner during 
worship and also, by lighting candles in the traditional service. We give thanks for 
their lives! 



 

 
 

New Member Sunday 
November 13, 2022 

 
We were blessed to receive 

seventeen new members into our 
Leesville UMC family on November 

13, 2022. Please make welcome 
Jenny Beale, Shelli Beam, Donna 

Engelhardt, Faye Folker,  
Damian and Jeni Hand and their 

children Joesy, Ansleigh, and Fisher,  
Gary and Donna Lamb,  

       and Kyle and Frances Meetze  
and their sons, Jacob and Lucas,  

and Jay and Sarah Pardue! 
 

Left to right: Gary and Donna Lamb, Kyle and Frances Meetze and their sons, Lucas and 
Jacob, Damian and Jeni Hand and their children Joesy, Ansleigh, and Fisher, Faye 
Folker, Donna Engelhardt, and Shelli Beam. Not pictured are Jay and Sarah Pardue 

Pastor Shawn Armstrong  
and Jenny Beale 



 

 

Veterans Day Drop-in 
November 13, 2022 

Left to right: Ed Bouknight, Wayne Eastman, Tommy Swygert,  
Paul Quattlebaum, Craig Henwood, Robert Mabus, Billy Shaw,  

John Kneece, and Troy Buzhardt 

Our wonderful veterans  
were honored with a drop-in  

hosted by the United Women in Faith  
during the Sunday school hour  

on November 13, 2022.  
It was a time of fellowship and sharing memories.  
Refreshments were served and a donation was 

made in their honor to the American Legion. 



 

Missions 

                              First Sunday Food Drive   
 
We had another very successful Food Drive in November. LUMC delivered 
seven very heavy tote bins of food to Wittenberg's Food Pantry. The photo 
shows the food right after delivery. Wittenberg is very grateful for the support 
they are receiving from us. 
 

                                    
 
Our December First Sunday Food Drive will occur on December 4th. All items 
collected will be delivered to Christian Ministries. They are always in need of 
non-perishable food items such as: canned vegetables and fruit, canned 
meat, tuna, and salmon, 2 lb. bags of grits, rice, and beans, spaghetti and 
pasta sauce, peanut butter and jelly, quick food items like mac and cheese, 
cereal, pop tarts, and oatmeal. They need grocery bags to package the items 
for clients and dozen egg cartons. They also need personal hygiene items 
and cleaning supplies. An e-mail blast will be sent out the week before 
highlighting any special requests they have. 
 
I was surprised to find out that more than half of the people served by both of 
our partners, Wittenberg and Christian Ministries, are older folks. Many are 
struggling to survive on just Social Security and the recent spike in inflation is 
really squeezing them. Both places are also experiencing an increase in 
requests for help. Leesville United Methodist Church is doing a great job of 
helping meet the needs of our neighbors. 
 
Thanks again for all the support you are giving to this ongoing mission 
project. 
Wayne Eastman 



 

 

…Missions 

The 2022 Operation Christmas Child shoebox drive was a great 
success.! We put together 111 shoeboxes.  I am so proud to be a 
member of Leesville United Methodist Church!  Thank you all for 
making Christmas special for the children receiving these gifts. 

God Loves You! 
Paula Edwards 

 

18 Units were collected 
on November 3, 2022 

Angel Tree gifts are due back 
wrapped by December 18th 



 

Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month 
“Wearing Purple” on November 20, 2022 

The Open Door Class 

The Challengers 
Class  

Honoring the memory of LUMCERs Debbie Quattlebaum, Charles Barr,  
Heyward Bouknight, and Will Maye  

The Youth Sunday School Class 

The Bill Jones 
Class 



 

 
 

 

December Birthdays 
 

12.3- Corman Lake 
12.4-Evie Cockrell 

12.5-JoJo Beza, Nikko Beza, 
Kaye Shaw 

12.6-Helen Godlewski 
12.7-Brett Price 

12.9-Knox Bouknight 
12.10-Cooper Gettys, Huey Long 

12.14-Nick Brigham, Chris Oswalt,  
            Steve Willis, JP Pardue 

12.17-Steve Zwart 
12.18-Tanner Rikard 
12.20-Lorene Camp 
12.21-Katie Eckert 

12.23-Kevin Shaw, Sarah Stacey 
12.24-Juanita Hawfield 
12.30-Ansleigh Hand 
12.31-Cathie Hartzog 

 

Congratulations to 
Alex and Hope Blackwell  
on the birth of their son,  
Thomas Callen Blackwell  

who was born on October 24, 2022 
weighing 6lbs,13oz.  

He is welcomed into the world by  
his proud grandparents,  

Don and Lisa Richardson,  
and his great grandmother, Lois Hite. 
 

October’s Sunday School 
Perfect Attendance 

 
Congratulations to Fisher Hand 
Fischer Pierce and Heath Pierce! 

 

November’s Acolytes 
 

 
                 
                Mac Pierce and Bubba Buzhardt 

 

We had a great response  
to the sign up of volunteers to serve 
at LUMC in 2023. If you would like 
to serve in some way, contact the 
church office at 803.532.3817 or 

office@leesvilleumc.com 

The Gideons 
recently 

distributed 171 
testaments to the 

students of 
Wyman King 

Academy! 



 

 
 

Youth 

Kickoff to the Dave Ramsey’s Foundations 

of Personal Finance…Pizza Supper 

The Introduction of Personal Finance 

hosted by Brian and Betsy Pierce 

 
The Youth of LUMC have an opportunity 

to learn about Personal Finance through a 
video study by Dave Ramsey. Each 

session is hosted by LUMC volunteers 
and will continue through the end of April. 

Community News: LUMC Kids  
at Beta Club Induction ceremony at BLHS 

Left to Right: Ella Sawyer, Beta Club President 
welcomed new members John Sawyer, Riley 

Bouknight, and Samantha Armstrong 

-Submitted by Stephanie Sawyer 

Worship News: Wilshire Court: Barry, Dylan, 
and Adam Shealy with Laura Axson brought 
the music for worship at the 9am service on 

November 13th. What a blessing! 



 

November 2022 Church Council  
Meeting Highlights 

 
The Church Council of Leesville United Methodist Church met on Thursday, November 17, 2022. 
Below are the highlights of the meeting: 
 
SPPRC: The committee met on October 26. They have completed the yearly pastor’s evaluation 
and have submitted that to the district office.  The search for a new office administrator and a 
Director of Student Ministries continues.  Thanks were again expressed to Debra Fowler and Wendy 
Zwart for managing the church office during this time. 
 
Finance: October was another good month of giving to the church.  Thanks to the entire 
congregation for continuing to support the church. 
 
United Methodist Men: The men met on November 14 to fellowship and to prepare for the 
upcoming UMM Steak Supper, in memory of Gene Berry, scheduled for December 3 from 5 – 7 pm. 
There are still a few tickets available, but they are going fast.  This is a good event to bring the 
community into our church and the men look forward to seeing you there.   
 
United Women in Faith: At least 25 women worked to help make our Homecoming a great event.  
Both circles met in November and will meet in December to celebrate the holidays.  The Veteran’s 
Drop-in was held in the fellowship hall foyer on November 13 and was well attended. 
 
Communications: There has been a good response to the “Stepping Up” bulletin insert with many 
new volunteers wanting to serve the church.  Church duty lists for 2023 are due by December 15.  
The December Newsletter deadline is November 20.  A person is needed to update the weekly 
church marquee; if interested let Wendy Zwart know.  
 
Missions: There continues to be a good response to the monthly missions. Special thanks to 
Wayne and Linda Eastman for coordinating our first Sunday food drives.  Much of this goes to help 
the elderly in our community.  Thanks to the church members for filling 111 Operation Christmas 
Child shoeboxes this year.  The November mission is two-fold.  First, we are wearing purple this 
month to remember those who have lost the battle to pancreatic cancer and to honor those currently 
in the fight.  Our second mission is the “Power Up” battery collection for Epworth Children’s Home.  
Our December mission will be the Angel Tree.  The lists of those in need will come out in early 
December.  The turnaround time for the return of gifts will be very rapid so watch for details in the 
bulletin and email blast. 
 
Trustees: The Trustees have wrapped up phase one of the Dominion Energy lighting project and 
are preparing to implement the second phase, including the fellowship hall, in the near future.  
Thanks were expressed to Doug Copper for replacing some needed light bulbs in the church.  The 
upstairs carpet has been cleaned; thanks to Scott Buzhardt for coordinating the furniture moves 
necessary to complete this project.  There is still a water issue near the office, but a solution is being 
investigated. 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Technology: Audio/video support was provided for the very successful Homecoming on October 30.  
Support was provided at the memorial and meal for the Jack Heape Family.  Thanks to all who 
helped. 
 
Youth: The youth began the Dave Ramsey Personal Finance class on November 6.  They had 16 
youth in attendance.  The semimonthly meetings will continue until May.  There is a sign-up sheet if 
you would be willing to facilitate the meetings or provide refreshments. 
 
Children: Church members, including the children, may join our caroling on December 11.  Thanks to 
Troy Buzhardt for offering his truck to provide the transportation around town.  There will be a birthday 
party for Jesus following the caroling.  We will be collecting socks and underwear for Epworth. 
 
Worship Committee: Many thanks to those who contributed to worship, created the Heritage Room, 
provided food, and helped to make Homecoming such a special event.  Advent begins on November 
27 and over the coming weeks there will be many activities to beautify the church and celebrate the 
birth of the Christ Child.  Watch for announcements in the newsletter, weekly bulletin, and email 
blasts. 
 
Pastor’s Report: The Homecoming day went very well.  There have been many positive comments.  
On November 13, we had our New Member Sunday.  There were 17 new members brought into the 
fellowship of the church and this included 5 baptisms. The pastor’s annual evaluation has been 
completed.  The pastor continues to serve on the Greenwood District Committee on Ordained Ministry 
(DCOM) and as a Clergy Mentor. She visited her adopted college student and they had lunch.  Finally, 
the Community Thanksgiving service will be held at 6pm on November 20 at First Baptist Church of 
Leesville. Please consider supporting the needed items for the Lexington District 3 Social Worker's 
office. 
 
Old Business: The effort to remember our Adopted College Students is going well.  If you would like 
to send them notes of encouragement, please ask for a list of addresses.  The church t-shirt order 
should be ready before Thanksgiving. The t-shirts will be distributed beginning Sunday, November 27. 
 
New Business: The safe sanctuary list is up-to-date.  New rounds of renewals will be coming in 
January and February.  If your three-year renewal is coming due, please watch closely for an email 
reminder explaining the process. 
 
A special thanks to those members who have served during the past year and will be rotating off the 
church council.  It is only through the effort of many people with a variety of gifts and talents that the 
church functions well. 
 
The next Church Council meeting is Thursday, January 19, 2023 at 7 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mike Edwards, Council Chairperson 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Serving at 9am 
 
Greeters/Ushers 
12.4 JoAnn Kneece  
        & Paula Edwards 
12.11 David Giesen & Grig Sawyer 
12.18 Debra Fowler & Kaye Shaw 
12.25 Combined Service 
 
Children’s Moments 
12.4 Jan Giesen 
12.11 Jessica McCormick 
12.18 Wendy Zwart 
12.25 Combined Service 
 
Lay Readers 
12.4 Mike Edwards 
12.11 Wendy Zwart 
12.18 Jan Giesen 
12.25 Combined Service 
 
Nursery 
12.4 TBA 
12.11 Wendy Zwart &  
          Kyrstall Henwood 
12.18 Daylene Pitts  
          & Samantha Armstrong 
12.25 Combined Service 
 
Youth Group 5:30-7pm 
Dec. 4th Kim Fulmer 
Dec. 18th Terry and Shawn 
                    Armstrong 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Serving at 11am 
 
Ushers 
Andy Bedenbaugh  
& Ryan McDaniel 
 
Acolytes 
Chandler Bouknight  
& Graham Pierce 
 
Children’s Moments 
12.4 Betsy Pierce 
12.11 Cissy Terlizzi 
12.18 John Kneece 
12.25 David Giesen 
 
Lay Readers 
12.4 Jana Shealy 
12.11 Scott Buzhardt 
12.18 Ryan McDaniel 
12.25 Mary Clare Price 
 
Nursery 
12.4 Billy & Beth Berry 
12.11 Wayne & Linda Eastman 
12.18 Ty Bouknight, Ellen Rikard 
12.25  TBA 
 
Crib Room 
12.4 Wayne & Linda Eastman 
12.11 Brantley Buzhardt,  
          Mary Clare Price 
12.18 Linda Eastman,  
          Dee Dee Swygert 
12.25 TBA 

 Flowers 
12.4 Gloria Buzhardt 
12.11 Bonnie Hall 
12.18 Bob & Cathie Hartzog 

12.25 Matt & Jessica Buzhardt 


