
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Leesville 
UMC FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER 2023 

 

Church Events 
2.2.23 
Church Council               7pm 
 
2.6.23 
UWF Joint Meeting    6:30pm 
Fellowship Hall 
 
2.9.23 
Worship Committee        7pm 
 
2.12.23 
Soup-er Bowl of Caring 
Youth                  5:30-6:30pm 
 
2.13.23 
New Bible Study            10am 
 
2.14.23 
Valentine’s Day 
 
2.16.23 
Church Council               7pm 
 
2.22.23 
Ash Wednesday Service   

6:30pm 

CARRYING FRIENDS 
“Some men came, bringing to him a paralytic, carried by four of them. 
Since they could not get him to Jesus because of the crowd, they 
made an opening in the roof above Jesus and, after digging through it, 
lowered the mat the paralytic man was lying on.” Mark 2:3-4. 
     Mark chapter 2 begins with a short story with lasting impact. Jesus 
completely transforms the life of a paralytic man. This incredible 
miracle speaks not only of Jesus' heart towards people but also of the 
value of friendship.   
     If you were ever looking for a picture of authentic friendship, here it 
is. These were not fair-weather friends. Their love for their friend and 
their faith in Jesus’ power and willingness to heal him motivated them 
to carry their friend to Jesus. They even cared enough to dig through a 
roof to get him there. “When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the 
paralytic, ‘Son, your sins are forgiven…get up, take your mat and go 
home.’” (Mark 2:5&11) The faith of the paralytic man’s friends had 
caught Jesus’ attention. 
     No matter who you are, there will be (and probably have been) 
times in your life when you are lame—those instances when you need 
to rely on the care and faith of those around you to diligently carry you 
to Jesus. 
So the questions beg to be asked: 
Are you surrounding yourself with the type of people who would go out 
of their way to carry you to Jesus? And at the same time…are you that 
type of friend? Let’s choose our friends wisely and be a wise choice for 
anyone else to choose. 
God help me to be the type of friend who loves at all times. When my 
friends are in need, give me the diligence to express my love towards 
them with care and faith. And please give me wisdom to surround 
myself with the same type of friends.  
-The Life 
 



 

 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 

Missions… 

 

  February First Sunday Food Drive 
 
We had a very successful food drive in January. Eight 
tote bins of food were delivered to Wittenberg's Food 
Pantry, including a lot of the requested item, soup. This 
is the most we have donated to one of our partners. I 
hope you saw the article in the December 30th edition 
of the Twin-City News about the Wittenberg Food 
Pantry. Getting the word out into the community can 
only help get more involvement in taking care of our 
neighbors… 
 
On Sunday, February 5, we will be taking up donations 
for the Christian Ministry Center. They have ongoing 
needs for non-perishable foods like canned vegetables 
and fruit, 2 lb. bags of grits, rice, and dried beans, 
canned meat, tuna, and salmon, spaghetti and pasta 
sauce, peanut butter and jelly, and quick foods like mac 
and cheese, cereal, pop tarts, and oatmeal. In addition, 
they also need grocery bags, dozen egg boxes, 
personal hygiene items, and cleaning supplies. An e-
mail blast will be sent out ahead of the food drive 
highlighting any special requests they have. 
 
Thank you and please pray that support for both of our 
Mission Partners will continue. 
Wayne Eastman 
 

Super Bowl Sunday 
 
Super Bowl Sunday isn’t just about football; 
it’s about teamwork making the dream 
work…less hunger in our community. Give us 
$5 or your spare change to benefit 
Wittenberg’s food pantry and the Christian 
Ministry Center. We’ll have soup kettles at the 
doors. 
-Sponsored by the Challengers SS Class 

 

 

From LUMC with Love 
 
The patients of South Carolina 
Oncology Association were the 
recipients of ten chunky 
blankets…a project sponsored by 
the Challengers. The class 
purchased the yarn, Daylene Pitts 
hand knitted each one with love, 
and Jan Jones delivered them with 
a smile! 

Angel Tree 
Angels 

All smiles! 
Thank you! 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Perfect Attendance 
for December 

 
Way to go… 

Bennett Barr, Nora Barr,  
Knox Bouknight, 

JP Pardue, Fischer Pierce,  
and Heath Pierce! 

 

February Birthdays 
 
2.4-Ann Harmon, Makayla Wright 
2.5-Bonnie Hall, Thomas Spencer, Jr. 
2.6-CP Dunbar, Meredith Soper,  
       Brad Soper 
2.7-Alan Whitman, Cole Price 
2.8-John Aycock, Victoria Cash,  
       Hazel Short 
2.11-Pat Barr, Susan Jeter, Ann Sayre 
2.12-Catherine Bedenbaugh 
2.13-Amber McDaniel 
2.14-Heath Pierce 
2.16-Matt Buzhardt 
2.17-Doug Oswalt, Jimmy Whittle 
2.18-Whitney Fallaw Stacey 
2.20-Lois Hite, Joel Scraper,  
        Shawn Armstrong 
2.22-Larry Barr,  
        Mary Katherine Harlan 
2.23-Reed Boykin, Jay Fulmer 
2.24-Tom Godlewski 
2.26-Julianne Rawls, Kim H. Moore 
 

January’s Acolytes 

Mac Pierce & Bubba Buzhardt 

Youth 
 
The Youth will meet on Sunday, February 
12th from 5:30-6:30 with Nick and Ellen 
Rikard leading their activity and lesson.  
 
If you would like to lead a youth session, 
there are suggested activities available at 
umc.org under the lectionary section. If 
you’re not safe sanctuary certified, inquire 
about becoming certified through the church 
office. 
 

February’s Mission 
 
There is a need for book bags for middle 
school-age students in Lexington School 
District Three. These book bags may be 
new or gently used. Monetary donations 
will also be accepted to help purchase book 
bags.  
 
Please support our February mission to 
help meet the needs of these students by 
providing the requested items.  There will 
be plastic containers in the church to place 
your donations.   
Thank you,  
Phylis Bouknight 
 



 

 
 
 

FEBRUARY PASTOR’S CORNER 
 

I cannot believe it is February, a month when we turn our focus to love. Each February, 
as a child, I waited expectedly for two occasions: my birthday and Valentine’s Day at my 
elementary school. Our teacher would hang brown lunch bags on the wall, each lovingly 
decorated by everyone in the class. Weeks before the big day, we would pester our 
parents to buy boxed valentines. It took time, but we wrote valentines for every one of 
our classmates. By the end of that faithful day, our bags were filled with love letters 
penned in the fragile handwriting of the entire second grade class.  
Love is patient and love is kind, the Bible tells us. Love can also be dangerous. Just 
read the book of Song of Solomon, paying particular attention to the young lass who has 
experienced love only to lose it. She searches madly all over town looking for her young 
lover, losing her faculties a little at a time. However, even though deep love can be 
dangerous, the Bible reminds us that it is a key component of our faith. The Beatles got 
it partially right in their hit song “All You Need is Love.”   
  So, this month, as we turn our attention to love, we must remember that we are 
only able to love because Christ loved us first. When we became believers, God gave 
us a powerful gift of love - the gift of the Holy Spirit -  who, as Romans 5:5 reminds us, is 
His means of pouring His deep love into our hearts. That love is His greatest gift to us, 
and we are called to share that love with others, especially the lonely. First John 4:7-8 
admonishes us, “7) Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and everyone 
that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God. 8) He that loveth not knoweth not God; for 
God is love.”  This month, I want each of you to know how much God loves you and just 
how much I am grateful for the love that you have shown me as your pastor. As always, 
I Remain, 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
Rev. Dr. Shawn G. Armstrong, Pastor 
 

Bible Study 
 

The Bible Study, "How to Study the Word of God" by  
Rick Warren, will begin February 13, 2023. Under the 

direction of Marilyn Crady, this group will meet each Monday 
through May 22nd and then will be off  

for summer break. They will gather from 10:00am-11:00am 
in the Shealy/Leaphart/Wilson classroom. 

 



 

 
 

January 2023 Church Council Meeting Highlights 
 
The Church Council of Leesville United Methodist Church met on Thursday, January 19, 2023.  
Below are the highlights of the meeting: 
SPPRC: The new chair Billy Berry stated that the committee had not yet met in 2023.  He did recognize 
Debra Fowler and Wendy Zwart for their service in the office as we searched for an administrative 
assistant. 
 
Finance: The year ended with our church being in excellent financial shape.  Thanks to the entire 
congregation for continuing to support the church. 
 
United Methodist Men: The UMM held their first steak supper fundraiser in three years at the beginning 
of December 2022. Thanks to the many people who supported the group’s efforts, the UMM raised 
$2679.60 for their projects.  The group met on January 16 and decided to host the annual fishing 
tournament in April.  The UMM will meet again in February. 
 
United Women in Faith: The UWF sponsored six children at Christmas time.  The 2022 Mission 
Recognition honorees were Ellen Rikard and John Matthews. Thanks for your dedication to our church.  
The circles will have a joint meeting on February 6 at 6:30 pm.  The speaker will be Rhonda Bullard.  On 
March 26, the group will have a soup luncheon fundraiser for missions.  On May 14, a bake sale will raise 
money for a charity to honor the mothers and a charity to honor the fathers of our church. 
 
Communications: We were reminded that articles for the February newsletter were due on January 20.  
The January issue of the SC Advocate contained an article about the homecoming events at our church. 
 
Missions: The monthly food drives continue to be a success.  Thanks to Wayne and Linda Eastman for 
their support of the project.   The February mission will be collecting new and gently used book bags for 
middle school students at the local schools.  In the first quarter of 2023, the Greenwood District will be 
preparing 100 flood buckets for disaster relief.  Watch for information on how you can help. 
 
Trustees: The Trustees have been working on a water issue affecting the records room.  After a great 
deal of effort involving town maintenance and the highway department, it is believed that the water issue 
is largely resolved.  The HAC units have required some maintenance during the extreme cold, but now 
appear to be operating well.  The final phase of the Dominion Energy lighting replacement will take place 
January 23 – 24 in the fellowship hall and foyer. 
 
Technology: Thanks to the many members who helped with the audio and live streaming services 
during the Christmas holidays.   
 
Youth: Approximately 18 – 20 youth met at the home of Grig and Stephanie Sawyer to learn about 
reputation vs. character and for fun and fellowship.  Nick and Ellen Rikard will lead the youth when they 
next meet on February 12 at 5:30 pm.  Volunteers are needed to lead the monthly meetings in the 
coming months.  If you can help, please let the church office know. 
 
Children: On December 11, the children and adults met at Generations to sing Christmas carols.  This 
was followed by a birthday party for Jesus in the fellowship hall and collection of underwear for Epworth.  
Kid Power is not currently scheduled to meet this spring. 
 
 
 



 

Worship Committee: Thanks to everyone participating in the events of Christmas season.  Many 
people found the activities beautiful and full of meaning.  The committee will meet in February on a date 
to be determined.  Ways are being explored to streamline the bulletin to better meet the needs of what 
we can purchase and lower our printing costs. 
 
Pastor’s Report: The pastor mentorship group met at LUMC on January 17.  The mentorship is now 
complete.  In addition, the pastor has been completing continuing education courses.  Over the coming 
weeks, preparations will begin for the Lenten season. 
 
Old Business: Prior to Christmas, the SC Annual Conference published terms for a church’s separation 
from the United Methodist Church (UMC).  The Church Council has been studying this possible 
separation since August 2022.  The council looked at the specific requirements and approximate cost.  
The Church Council will meet on Thursday, February 2, 2023 at 7 pm to discuss our church’s response 
to the SC UMC Local Church Discernment Process. (Disaffiliation from the UMC). 
 
New Business: The Challenger’s Sunday School class is sponsoring a soup luncheon and bingo for 
our M and Ms (Mature and Methodist) on January 29. The group will also collect money for the Souper 
Bowl of Caring on February 12 with the proceeds going to our two local food ministries.  The Relay for 
Life team will meet at the end of January to plan for 2023.  Finally, members will attend a Native 
American training on February 4. 
 
The next regularly scheduled monthly meeting of the Church Council is, February 16, 2023 at 7 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mike Edwards, Council Chairperson 
 



 

 

Grief Ministry 

Grief Ministry Team 
                
                        Della Copper           803.397.4674 
                        Mike Edwards          803.530.6944 
                        Bonnie Hall                803.429.2035 
                        Pam Hawfield          803.960.3481 
                        Kathy McNeill          803.640.1195 
                        Betsy Pierce         803.760.0897 
                        Paul Quattlebaum    803.603.4600 
                        Kaye Shaw          803.622.4114 
                        Deborah Ward        803.687.0484 

 

Our deepest sympathies are extended to Dr. Joel Scraper and his family in the recent passing 

 of his mother-in-law, Marilyn Ann Turner. They are in our thoughts and prayers. 

The Bible: Understand It 
 
“The unfolding of your words gives light; it gives understanding to the simple"  
(Psalm 119:130). 
 
When you approach God's Word with a grieving, desperate spirit, you are more open to 
listen to what God is saying to you through the Bible. It is an amazing experience when 
you come to the point where you feel you can't survive another moment without God's 
Word, when God's Word becomes your lifeline and your necessary focus. Then you will 
understand the power of God's Word, and you will understand the strength of 
surrendering. 
 
Dr. Norman Pearl says, "During a time of grief and difficulty, spending time in God's Word 
is really more significant; it's at a higher level because you are more open to what He is 
saying and what you may not have heard before. You are in a situation where every word 
means something; every word could be life or death in just how you feel." 
 
Lord, Your Word has penetrated my darkness. I want a better vision of who You are. I 
have been blind for so long. Draw me to the light of understanding. Amen. 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Serving at 9am 
 
Greeters/Ushers 
2.5 Duane & Deborah Ward 
2.12 David Giesen & Grig Sawyer 
2.19 Chris Quattlebaum  
        & JoAnn Kneece 
2.26 Daylene Pitts  
        & Paula Edwards 
 
Children’s Moments 
2.5  Wendy Zwart 
2.12 Marilyn Crady 
2.19 Wendy Zwart 
2.26 David Giesen 
 
Lay Readers 
2.5  Mike Edwards 
2.12 Jan Giesen 
2.19 David Giesen 
2.26 Wendy Zwart  
 
Nursery 
2.5 Juanita Hawfield  
      & Jessilyn Henwood 
2.12 Wendy Zwart  
        & Krystall Henwood 
2.19 Deanna Jacobs & Ella Sawyer 
2.26 Jeni Hand, Joesy & Ansleigh 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Serving at 11am 
 
Ushers 
Billy Berry and Will Berry 
 
Acolytes 
Chandler Bouknight  
& Graham Pierce 
 
Children’s Moments 
2.5 Betsy Pierce 
2.12 Cissy Terlizzi 
2.19 John Kneece 
2.26 David Giesen 
 
Lay Readers 
2.5 Amy Bedenbaugh 
2.12 Ellen Rikard 
2.19 Terry Armstrong 
2.26 Billy Berry 
 
Nursery 
2.5 Amy & Andy Bedenbaugh 
2.12 Pat Barr, Trudy Matthews 
2.19 Linda Eastman,  
        Dee Dee Swygert 
2.26 Billy & Beth Berry  
 
Crib Room 
2.5 Nick & Ellen Rikard 
2.12 Wayne & Linda Eastman 
2.19 Brantley Buzhardt,  
        Mary Clare Price 
2.26 Wayne & Linda Eastman 

 

 

Flowers 
2.5 Eula Mae Shealy 
2.12 Susan Jeter 
2.19 Scott & Brantley Buzhardt 
2.26 Chad & Kim Sanders 
 
 
 
 


