
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Leesville 
Methodist 

AUGUST 2025 NEWSLETTER 

Church Events 
8.3  
First Sunday Food Drive 
 

8.4  
Mamie Leaphart Circle        6:30pm 
Buckôs Pizza Outing 
 

8.10  
Promotion Sunday                  11am 
Riley Bouknightôs Drop In     2-4pm  
Kidpower          5-6pm 
 

8.11 
Vera Goldman Circle           6:30pm 
Flight Deck Outing 
 

8.17 
CJK                                         5-6pm 
 

8.20 
m&ms Presentation and Lunch 
F. Hall                                  11:30am 
 

8.21 
CCApp Group Training 
F. Hall                                    6:30pm 
Church Council                         7pm 
 

8.24 
Youth Group                           5-6pm 
 

8.31 
Combined Service                   11am 
Confirmands Received 

 

-YouVersion  
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Children/Youth 
 
We had a busy month in July hosting twenty kids for VBS and helping with ñBlessing of the 
Backpacks.ò Thank you to our amazing older youth who helped with VBS (Joesy Hand, Addy 
Ruff, Ava Watson, and Caleigh Watson). We hope all of the younger children who attended had 
fun learning about how Jesus is our True North!  
 

As weôre heading into Back-To-School season, our children and youth ministries are getting 
ready to pick back up with our Sunday evening activities. All events for this month will be 
hosted in the Fellowship Hall, and parents are invited to join with the youth and children! Each 
event will begin with snacks and a devotion, so I ask if the children have a Bible to please bring 
it; there may be some prizes in store for the person who can find the scripture first!  
 

I will be sending out invites, details, and communication via the Church Center App for all of 
our events, so please join the groups!  
                                         

                                                                             
  
 
 

Here is what is in store for August:  
 
August 10th - Kid Power will meet in the Fellowship Hall from 5 to 6 pm. We will be having a 
ñHero Night.ò We will learn about respecting those who serve us and our community and then 
work on making cards for some people who serve our community, like police officers, nurses, 
and teachers.  
 
August 17th - Cool Jesus Kids will meet in the Fellowship Hall from 5 to 6 pm. Weôll be hosting 
a ñMinute to Win Itò game competition. Prior to our competition, weôll learn about how God still 
loves us even if we are imperfect. Then it will be time to start our games! Weôll have a prize 
chest for our winners.  
 
August 24th - Our Youth Group will meet in the Fellowship Hall from 5 to 6 pm. Weôll host a 
vision board night. Weôll start with some icebreaker games, then learn about Godôs plans. After 
that, weôll work on creating vision boards of what we want out of the upcoming school year.  
 
WE NEED YOUR HELP! If you have any old magazines, please let me know! We need a variety 
of topics: sports, beauty, lifestyle, teen, etc. Thanks in advance.  
 
- Helena Osmer  
Director of Student Ministries  
(803) 447-6068 
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Children and Youth 

Youth Serving 

Acolytes:  
Knox Bouknight & Fischer Pierce 

Ushers: Bubba and Walker Buzhardt 
Ushers 

Childrenôs Moments 
Recently, John Long brought his 
daughter, Brooks, down for the 

childrenôs moments. How wonderful 

to have babies in worship! 

Throwback:  
Where have all these ñlittlesò gone?  

Hard to believe some of them are in college now! 

Promotion Sunday 
 
Our Sunday School 
Superintendent, Pam 
Hawfield will present 
rising third grader, Lyla 
McDaniel, her Bible from 
the church during the 
11am service on August 

10th. 

Please drop in and help us 
celebrate Riley Bouknight 

before she heads off to 
college. We will be hosting 
it in the Fellowship Hall on 

August 10th from 2-4 pm. 
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True North VBS 
 

On Sunday, July 20th, twenty VBSers took a wild adventure to Alaska to learn all about 
trusting Jesus. Along the way, they met Ponder the Otter and learned that when we 
wonder, we can trust in Jesus. Next, they met Clawdia Crab who taught them that when we 
are alone, we can trust in Jesus. Can you imagine a bear feeling powerless? Kody the Bear 
taught them that we can trust Jesus when we donôt have strength. With new found 
strength, they soared the heights to meet Earnest the Eagle who taught them about the 
hope we have in Jesus. Lastly, they lumbered over to meet Bruce the Moose. Bruce shared 
that when we need help, we can trust in Jesus.  
 
Our thanks to Student Ministries Director, Helena Osmer for all of her hard work into 
putting this fun afternoon together. We were blessed to have twenty plus volunteers to 
man registration, the stations, and serve as crew leaders. The kitchen crew provided 
everyone with a delicious meal of chicken tenders, fries, applesauce, and of course, ice 
cream sandwiches for ñNational Ice Cream Dayò! We look forward to next yearôs VBS in 

June 2026! Watch for more details! 

Crew Leaders: Sarah Pardue & Ellen Rikard               Crew Leaders: Ava Watson & Jan Jones 

Crew Leaders: Joesy Hand & Larry Barr                        Crew Leaders: Burgundy Barr & Addy Ruff 4 



 

 

Daylene Pitts, Phylis Bouknight, Jan Jones, Pat Barr,  
Della Copper, Deborah Ward, Beth Williamson, Peg Worthy,  

Greg McGee, Tim Jones, and Steve Zwart 

Helen Osmer,  
Student Ministries 

Director 

Deborah Ward, Phylis Bouknight,  

Della Copper, Doug Copper, & Pat Barr 

Station 4: John Kneece,  
Tony & Tracy Leaphart 

Station 1: 
Jan Giesen & Pam Aycock 

Wendy Zwart 

Co-Director 
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Station 3: David Giesen 

Station 3: Jessica McCormick 

Station 2: Melissa Cockrell & Amy Long 

Crew Leader: Larry Barr 

Station Five: Paula Edwards & Caleigh Watson 

MC: Caleigh Watson 
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Station Two: Making cards of 
encouragement for our Sole Stepping 

Ministry Focus. 
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New Members Received at LMC 
 

On Sunday, July 13, 2025, we welcomed 
Tony and Tracy Leaphart into our 

membership and fellowship at LMC.  
They came to us by transfer of  

membership from Red Bank UMC.  
The Leapharts are members of the  
Challengers Sunday School class.  

Welcome! 

New Sunday School 
Class 

 

Finallyéthe Kindergarten 
Classroom will have children 
again! Beginning in August, 
there will be a new kindergarten 
class. Wendy Zwart is looking 
forward to being their teacher! 

 

Confirmand Reception 
 

We will receive our  
Confirmands as members of  
Leesville Methodist Church  

on August 31st during  
a combined service at 11am.  

 We are so proud of them!  
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Leesville Methodist Church  
Called Church Conference 

 
On Sunday, July 10, 2025, ninety-eight 
members gathered for a ñCalled Church 
Conferenceò at 12:30pm in the Fellowship 
Hall. The purpose of the meeting was to 
decide whether or not to extend an offer of a 
contract to become our pastor to Rev. Drew 
Martin. Church Council Chair, Kaye Shaw, 
called the meeting to order and thanked 
those who had served Leesville in bringing 
the messages and providing pastoral care 
for the past year. A prayer was given before 
ballots were passed out. 
 

There was a lot of excitement among 
members as they cast their ballots and 
awaited the Trustee representatives, Chair 
Andy Bedenbaugh, Mary Clare Price, and 
Mack Jacobs, to count the votes. The votes 
were tallied and the results were reported to 
Church Councilôs Recording Secretary, Amy 
Bedenbaugh. Amy recorded the votes and 
determined the percentages which were then 
given to Kaye.  
 

She reported the results of ninety-six ñyesò 
votes to extend an offer to Rev. Martin, and 
two nays. Kaye concluded the meeting with 
a prayer for our church, Rev. Martin and his 
family, and Pond Branch Methodist in their 
pursuit of a pastor. 
 

With an overwhelming 98%, SPPRC Chair, 
Billy Berry, extended a contract to Rev. 
Martin that afternoon, and it was signed. We 
look forward to this new path God has for 
us! We pray for His continued blessings.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Open Door Sunday School Class 

The Open Door Class girls enjoyed their 
quarterly birthday luncheon at Angeloôs on 

July 18th. 

Deborah Ward, Marilyn Crady,  

Chris Quattlebaum, and Della Copper 
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Evangelism Rooted in the Fruit of the Spirit 
 
 

Evangelism is far more than proclaiming a messageðitôs embodying the message of Christ in 
every word, action, and interaction. At the heart of that witness lies the Fruit of the Spirit, listed 
in Galatians 5:22ï23: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 
and self-control. They are essential tools for connecting with others in a meaningful, Christ-
like way. 
 
When believers exhibit love without condition, joy amidst trials, and kindness with no agenda, 
they become living testimonies of the Gospelôs power. The Fruit of the Spirit shapes not just 
what we say, but how we say it, ensuring that our evangelism reflects the heart of Jesus rather 
than simply relaying His words.  And we are commissioned to share the Gospel with all we 
meet, to the far corners of the earth. So, how do we do that with love? 
Love is the heartbeat of evangelism. Without it, sharing the Gospel becomes a mere exchange 
of information instead of a transformative invitation into a relationship with Christ. When we 
evangelize with love, we're not trying to win argumentsðwe're trying to win hearts and save 
souls. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflecting God's Character: 
Godôs love is what draws people to Him 
(Romans 5:8), and when we genuinely 
love others, we mirror that divine 
affection. People often wonôt remember 
every scripture we quote, but they will 
remember how we made them feelð
whether we approached them with 

compassion or condemnation. 

 Enduring Through Rejection: 
Sharing the Gospel can be met 
with indifference or hostility, 
but love empowers us to 
remain patient and kind, as  
1 Corinthians 13 reminds us. It 
keeps our hearts soft and our 
motives pure, even when the 
response isn't favorable. 

Living the Message  
Before Speaking It: 

Before we ever speak of Christ, our 
lives testify to Him. Acts of loveð
whether through service, 
encouragement, or forgivenessð
often speak louder than words. As 
Jesus said in John 13:35, "By this 
everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, if you love one another." 
 

Love isnôt just a tool in evangelism; itôs the tone, 
the motive, and the method. It is the channel 
through which the truth of the Gospel flows 
powerfully from us to others. Next month we will 
share how joy is an important part of bringing 
others to Jesus. 
Blessings to each of you!   
Jan Giesen 

 

Creating Safe Space for Truth: 
Love makes room for honest and 
heartfelt conversations. It breaks 
down walls so we can dispel fear 
and build trust, allowing people to 
open their hearts to the message 
of salvation.  Their open heart can 

let Christ in! 
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Missions and Ministries 

An opportunity arose in our community to serve lunch to the B-L Marching Band on July 
18th, their final day of band campéand one of the hottest! The Challengers Sunday School 
Class answered the call to provide lunch for their thirty-five band members, assistants, 
and their director. 
A delicious Shealyôs chicken sandwich, chips, Little Debbies, and drinks were served. 
Everyone also received a "Little Jesusò with our Student Ministries Directorôs name and 

contact info. What a blessing to serve! 

Box Fans for the Elderly 
 
Itôs been such a hot July. So many in our community are 
suffering due to lack of air conditioning or even fans. The 
Open Door Class and the Challengers were blessed to be 
able to donate twenty fans to the B-L Police Department to 

be distributed to the elderly in need. 
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August First Sunday 
Food Drive 

 
For July, Leesville Methodist Church 
collected 9 tote bins of food, 5 flat cases of 
canned goods, and over 3 dozen egg 
cartons for Wittenberg's Food Pantry. Once 
again, you all have responded to the needs 
of those less fortunate of our community. 
 
On Sunday, August 3, we will be taking up 
donations for the Christian Ministry Center. 
Their ongoing needs include non-perishable 
food items such as 2 lb. bags of grits, rice 
and dried beans; canned vegetables and 
canned fruit; canned meat, tuna, and 
salmon; spaghetti pasta and sauce; peanut 
butter and jelly; and the quick foods like 
mac and cheese, cereal, pop tarts, and 
oatmeal. They also provide their clients with 
baking goods like flour, sugar, salt, cooking 
oil, and evaporated milk. They always need 
cleaning supplies like paper towels, dish 
detergent, zip lock bags, and trash bags; 
personal hygiene items like shampoo, soap, 
deodorant, toothpaste and toothbrushes, 
and feminine items; as well as grocery bags 
and egg cartons. An e-mail blast should be 
sent out the week before the collection 
detailing any special needs or requests. 
 
Thanks again for all the great support for 
this mission project that our Church has 
taken on. 

-Wayne Eastman 

Donations from the Open Door 
Class and The Challengers were 
given to help build a well in Haiti 
through UMVIM. Through the 
efforts of this UMVIM Team, twenty 
villagers now have fresh drinking 
water. 

In the wake of the devastating floods 
in Texas recently, the Challengers 
made a donation to UMCOR to provide 

flood buckets for the cleanup efforts. 

Julyôs Mission 
Sole Stepping 

 
Donations of shoes and monetary 
donations have been collected during 
July for Sole Stepping. This ministry 
provides new tennis shoes and socks  
for all students at various local schools. 12 



 

Augustôs Ministry Focus 
 
Our ministry focus in August is to provide school supplies for our local Lexington 3 Schools. 
The lists for each school are posted with collection baskets in the common areas. Thanks in 

advance for supporting our communityôs children and teachers. 
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A Letter from 
Pastor Martin. 

 
I just wanted to drop a quick note to all of 
you to tell you how excited I am to have 
the opportunity to serve as the pastor of 
Leesville Methodist Church! I am very 
grateful to God for the way that He 
enabled me to find out about your 
pastoral search; and I am very grateful to 
all of you for deciding to offer me the 
position. My fiancé, Melissa Land, and 
my three daughters, Anna Grace, Joy, 
and Susanna are also extremely excited! 
We have a bright future together as a 
church family! 
 
Unfortunately, I will not be able to join 
yôall just yet. Under my contract at Pond 
Branch Methodist Church, I had to give 
90 daysô notice. This means that my first 
Sunday at Leesville is not scheduled to 
be until October 12th. There is an outside 
chance that Pond Branch will find my 
successor quickly. If that happens, 
perhaps I will be able to begin at 
Leesville sooner than expected. In any 
event, I know that I need to finish strong 
in my current role so that I can start well 
at Leesville with no regrets. I will 
certainly be eagerly anticipating my first 
Sunday with yôall; whenever it may come. 
Until then you will be in my prayers, and I 
trust that I will be in your prayers.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Pastor Drew 

August Birthdays 

 
8.4-Nadine Mitchell 
8.5-Cooper Buzhardt, Braeden McCormick 
8.6-Beth Berry  
8.8-Ed Bouknight, Joesy Hand 
8.14-Dwight Hawfield, Mack Jacobs 
8.16-Don Camp 
8.18-Faye McDaniel, Elizabeth Short 
8.19- Miriam Leech 
8.21-Tommy Hayden, Gloria Watkins,  
         Dakota Cockrell 
8.23-Paula Fallaw, John Sawyer 
8.25-Marty Toal 
8.27-Della Copper, Rebekah Giesen 
8.28-Pace Rikard 
8.29-Ella Barr 
8.30-Tripp Williamson, Sarah Pardue 
 
 
 
 
 

Augustôs Pastoral Care 
John Kneece 

kneeceje@aol.com 
(803) 429-5271 

 

Augustôs Pulpit Supply 
 

8.3 John Kneece 
8.10 John Kneece 
8.17 David Giesen 
8.24 David Giesen 

*8.31 Mike Edwards 
Combined Service at 11am 
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B-Lôs Summer Literacy Program 

The Summer has almost come and gone, but the days of the ñSummer Programò 
will be special for a long time to come for all who participated. Leesville Methodist 
is a faithful supporter of this important program. Local children were provided 
breakfast, support with reading and math, lunch, and a whole lot more squeezed in 
between. These weeks helped give students the boost they needed as they prepare 

for school to begin in August. 

Daylene Pitts with 
her students 

(upper) and with 
Helen Rivers and 
Lynn Goodman. 

(Right) 

Rosemary Knowlton & 
Wendy Zwart 

Community Readers 

Peg Worthy, Board Member and supporter, attending the finale of the program. 
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B-L Minors All Stars  
Show Star Power 

 
The Division 2 AAA State Championship game 
vs Midland Valley was played on July 17th.  The 
team came up short in their pursuit of a state 
championship, losing 4-3 and finishing runner-
up. What a great season! Congratulations to the 
team for being awarded the Sportsmanship 
Award! We are so proud of our LMCers: Jesse 

McDaniel, Fischer Pierce, and Conner Rikard. 

Congratulations to Noah 
Eargle, grandson of Wayne 
and Bonnie Hall for earning 
the MVP award for his 

hitting with the Knights! 

Congratulations to 
Captain Ryan Shaw 

 
Ryanôs grandfather, Billy Shaw, 
(Air Force Veteran) had the 
honor of the pinning as Ryan 
was promoted to Captain in the 
US Army. Ryan is the son of 
Jeffery and Donna Shaw. We 
are so proud of him! 

 

Community News 
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Grief Ministry: ñThe Waves of Grief Will Give Wayò 

Though the shock of pain or the adrenaline 
of the survival instinct may make us appear 
strong for a time, ñthe inward desolation 
that follows losing something or someone 
we lovedò will eventually find its way to us. 
 
In Western culture, weôre often 
uncomfortable with grief, doing our best to 
avoid the reality that death and decay is 
evidence that this world is wasting away. 
 
Instead, we strive to appear strong, think 
positive, and fill our lives with whatever will 
help mask the pain. Or we grieve, believing 
we can be excused from worshiping God as 
we do (weôll start living for him again once 
we feel better or the grief has faded). Sadly, 
instead of allowing grief and loss to drive 
us to a greater hope, many of us avoid 
facing brokenness head-on by filling the 
deep ache with whatever will dull the pain 
ð instead of with God. We rely on other 
things than our great Comforter or our 
eternal family. 
 
One reason we see some afraid to grieve 
with fellow Christians is that they fear it 
communicates unbelief. But John Piper 
explains a different reality when he says, 
The sobs of grief and pain are not the sign 
of unbelief. In the Bible, Job knows nothing 
of a flippant, insensitive, superficial ñPraise 
God anyhowò response to suffering. The 

magnificence of his worship is because it 
was in grief, not because it replaced grief. 
Let your tears flow freely when your 
calamity comes. And let the rest of us weep 
with those who weep. 
 
Grief and tears are not the signs of weak 
faith, but normal and healthy responses to 
the brokenness of this world. Itôs natural to 
grieve the losses and pain we experience in 
this life. Denying ourselves the freedom to 
grieve not only harms us, but denies us the 
opportunity to experience the sweetness of 
Christôs presence in the bitterness of our 
pain. Refusing to weep over loss keeps 
away those who would weep with us and 
him who promises to wipe away every 
stream upon our cheeks. 
 
When we worship God in our grief and 
declare him worthy of our trust, even in our 
deepest sorrows ð when we choose to rest 
in his goodness and sovereignty, even when 
our circumstances feel hopeless ð we bring 
glory to his name. Having hope doesnôt 
mean we wonôt grieve. Having hope means 
we grieve with the confidence that God ñwill 
himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and 
establish youò (1 Peter 5:10). 
-Desiring God 

                               Grief Ministry Team 
 
                                 Della Copper                803.397.4674 
                                 Mike Edwards              803.530.6944 

 Bonnie Hall               803.429.2035 
 Pam Hawfield               803.960.3481 
 Kathy McNeill               803.640.1195 
 Betsy Pierce               803.760.0897 
 Paul Quattlebaum        803.603.4600 
 Kaye Shaw                803.622.4114 
 Deborah Ward                       803.687.0484 
 
 
 
 

Our deepest sympathies 
are extended to Mrs. 
Jann, Brian, Betsy, Mac, 
Graham, Heath, and 
Fischer Pierce in the 
recent passing of Mike 
Pierce. May the Holy 
Spirit comfort them and 

give them peace.  
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9am Service 
 
Greeters/Ushers 
8.3 Duane and Deborah Ward 
8.10 Robert Mabus & John Kneece 
8.17 Rosalynn Pressley& JoAnn Kneece 
8.24 Daylene Pitts & Paula Edwards 
8.31 Combined Service at 11am 
 
Childrenôs Moments 
8.3 Peg Worthy 
8.10 Paula Edwards 
8.17 Marilyn Crady 
8.24 Wendy Zwart 
8.31 Combined Service at 11am 
 
Lay Readers 
8.3 John Kneece 
8.10 John Kneece 
8.17 Duane Ward 
8.24 Jessica McCormick 
8.31 Combined Service at 11am 
 
Refreshments 
8.3 Mack and Deanna Jacobs 
8.10 John and Pam Aycock 
8.17 Tony and Tracy Leaphart 
8.24 Pat & Burgundy Barr 
8.31 Combined Service at 11am 
 
Flowers 
8.3 Andy & Amy Bedenbaugh 
8.10 Dick & Pat Barr 
8.17 Kaye Shaw 
8.24 Troy & Bobbye Buzhardt 

8.31 Bobbie Bouknight 

11am Service 
 
Ushers: Andy Bedenbaugh & Stan Clubb 
 
Acolytes: Conner Rikard & Adelaide Bouknight 
  
Childrenôs Moments 
8.3 Troy Buzhardt 
8.10 Cissy Terlizzi 
8.17 John Kneece 
8.24 David Giesen 
8.31 Wendy Zwart 
 
Lay Readers 
8.3 Ed Bouknight 
8.10 Billy Berry 
8.17 Ty Bouknight 
8.24 Amy Bedenbaugh 
8.31 Helena Osmer 
 
Nursery 
8.3 Wayne & Linda Eastman 
8.10 Nick & Ellen Rikard 
8.17 Andy & Amy Bedenbaugh 
8.24 Ty Bouknight & Betsy Pierce 
8.31 Wayne & Linda Eastman 
 
Crib Room 
8.3 Billy & Beth Berry 
8.10 Linda Eastman & Dee Dee Swygert 
8.17 Brantley Buzhardt & Mary Clare Price 
8.24 Wayne & Linda Eastman 

8.31 Pat Barr & Betsy Pierce 

Got News? 
Newsletter information is due  

the 20th of each month 
to Wendy Zwart 

boykinw@aol.com 
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