
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Leesville 
Methodist 

NOVEMBER 2025 NEWSLETTER 

Church Events 
11.2  All Saintôs Sunday 
First Sunday Food Drive 
Op. Christmas Child Boxes due 
Kidpower/CJK                    5-6:30pm 
 

11.3  
Mamie Leaphart Circle               7pm 
Vera Goldman Circle                  7pm 
 

11.4 Election Day 
 

11.6 Open Door Covered Dish  5pm 
 

11.9 
Veterans Day Reception          10am 
Annual Church Conference       2pm 
 

11.10 LMM                                   7pm 
 

11.11 Veterans Day 
Drive Thru Prayer                    7-9am 
 

11.12 m&môs                        11:30am 
 

11.20 Church Council                7pm 
 

11.23 
Community Thanksgiving         6pm 
 

11.27 Happy Thanksgiving 
 

11.30  
Christmas Program Meeting  4-6pm 
 
 

Gratitude-A Heart of Thankfulness 
 
Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is Godôs will for you 
in Christ Jesus.  1 Thessalonians 5:18 
 

Gratitude is a transformative attitude. It helps us to shift from 
looking at what we donôt have to seeing the abundance of 
blessings around us. In our gratitude we choose to recognize 
and appreciate the goodness and faithfulness of God in 
every aspect of our lives. Gratitude opens our eyes to the 
wonders of creation, the kindness of others, and the 
countless gifts bestowed on us by our heavenly Father. 
 

Gratitude is not limited to favorable circumstances; it 
prompts us to give thanks in all circumstances. Even in the 
midst of trials and challenges, we can find reasons to be 
thankful. We can express gratitude for Godôs presence, for 
his comfort, and for lessons learned through difficult 
experiences. 
 

Our gratitude flows from realizing we are saved from sin and 
death through the loving sacrifice of Jesus Christ. We are 
recipients of unmerited grace, forgiveness, and the promise 
of eternal life. 
 

Today, letôs cultivate a heart of gratitude. May we pause to 
count our blessings, expressing gratitude to God and to the 
people around us. In every season letôs remember that 
gratitude is not just a momentary feeling but a way of life. As 
we live with hearts full of gratitude, we will experience joy, 
contentment, and a deep relationship with our loving Father. 
 

-Darrell Delaney Today Devotional 1 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Kidpower/Youth 

October was a busy time for our Children & Youth! Our 
youth got together to start planning for our Christmas 
program, and our children got to enjoy our Fall Festival. 
That festival was a huge success. With around 100 people 
coming together, we had a fun night full of various 
activities. A special thanks to all of the groups who 
helped make that event a reality for our children!  
 
Moving into the bustling holiday season, we are gearing 
up for some exciting events for our children and youth.  
November 2nd from 5 pm to 6:30 pm - Kidpower and CJK 
will meet for a Bible lesson, craft, music, and snacks.  
 
November 16th from 5 pm to 6:30 pm - The Youth will 
have Friendsgiving with a Bible lesson and games. A ham 
will be provided, and the youth need to bring their 
favorite side or dessert! 
 
November 30th from 4 pm to 6 pm - All who are interested 
in participating in the Christmas program are encouraged 
to come together to look at the costumes we have, 
practice their parts, and hash out some final details 
before December! 
 
If you want to volunteer for any of our children and youth 
events, or if you have any ideas that you would like to do 
next year, please reach out.  
 
- Helena Osmer  
Director of Student Ministries  
(803) 447-6068 

Octoberôs Acolytes 

Knox Bouknight  
& Lyla McDaniel 
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LMCôs Fall Festival 

 
On Sunday, October 19th the skies were cloudy and the wind was brisk, but we were determined 
to let His Sonlight shine brightly with fun activities for LMCôs children and the surrounding 
community. 
 
We had a bouncy house, face painting, pumpkin painting, corn hole games, ring toss, science 
experiments, many winners in the cakewalks, lively music with DJ Steve, and a great supper of 
pizza and corndogs. 
 
Best of alléover one hundred friends, family, and neighbors gathered in fellowship where Godôs 
love was shared! 
 
Our thanks to our Childrenôs Ministry Director, Helena Osmer, for her great planning and the 

many groups who worked together to provide this fun event. 
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Chrismons 

What do homemade popcorn garlands, silver or gold tinsel, and LMCôs Chrismons have in 
common? They were all from the 1970ôs. In the 1970ôs, the ladies of our church gathered 
together to make the Chrismons that adorn our Chrismon tree each year. As you can 
imagine, fifty years has taken a toll on the Styrofoam and delicate beads.  
 
The need for repair was brought up at the September Church Council meeting and a date 
was quickly set for September 29th to gather to repair them. We were blessed to have 
Sheryl Price and Pam Humphries from Wittenberg share with us about making Chrismons 
which require no Styrofoam. That will be a project for another day. Thanks to all who 

helped with this effort. 
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Pastorôs Appreciation 

For years now, our church has been 
observing ñPastor Appreciationò in 
October. This past year has taken it to a 
new level of appreciation. We have been 
so blessed to have six members of our 
congregation give of their time and 
talents to serve in the pastorôs role. 
Theyôve brought meaningful messages 
from the pulpit, visited those who were 
sick or in the hospital, and have offered 
their tender care in grief and loss. We are 
so appreciative of their sacrifice in the 
almost fifteen months without a pastor. 
During both services on October 5th, 
Marilyn Crady-Myers, Mike Edwards, Faye 
Folker, David Giesen, Jan Giesen, and 
John Kneece were presented a token of 
our appreciation from the SPPRC and the 

Worship Committee. 
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Open Door  

Year End Birthdays 

The ladies of the Open Door Class recently 
celebrated year-end birthdays at Angeloôs. 

Pictured here are the Jennyôsé 
Jenny Brown and Jenny Beale. 

Birthday girls who were unable to be with the group 
were Amy Long and Kaye Shaw, who were certainly 

missed. A great time was had by all. 

-Phylis Bouknight 



 

m&môs Senior Adults 
 
On October 8th, the m&m's Senior Adults had a lunch consisting of spaghetti, roasted 
vegetables, salad, bread, and fruit themed desserts. Our own Jan Jones then led the 
group in making chunky pumpkins. Everyone enjoyed the food, fellowship, and fun.  
Five workers and 30 participants were in attendance.  Our next meeting will be on 
Wednesday, November 12th at 11:30 am in the fellowship hall.  Please sign-up by 
Sunday, November 9th. 
-Mike & Paula Edwards 
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Welcome Pastor Drew 
 
There was much rejoicing on Sunday, October 12th as we welcomed Pastor Drew and his 
family to Leesville Methodist! There were ninety-four for the first service and eighty-nine for 
the second service who donned nametags as they came to worship together and celebrate 
Godôs goodness after many months of praying for a pastor for us at Leesville.  
 
During each service, there was a meaningful installation ceremony with members from the 
worship committee participating. The Bible was presented to Pastor Martin as a charge to 
proclaim the Word, the hymnal to guide us in prayer and praise, the bread and cup to keep 
us in communion with Christ, water to baptize new Christians, the globe to lead us in our 
mission, and his stole signifying Drewôs ordination to shepherd us. At the close of this 
ceremony, the congregation offered a blessingéThe Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord 
make His face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; the Lord lift up His countenance 
upon you, and give you peace. Amen. 
 
After the second service, delightful smells wafted up the halls from the fellowship hall. 
Fried chicken and ham with every kind of fixings were spread before the crowd who 
gathered for the covered dish luncheon. And if that wasnôt enough, two tables filled with 
cakes, pies, cookies, etcétopped off this wonderful day! 
 
We are blessed to have Pastor Martin and his family as part of our Leesville Methodist 
family. We pray they will be blessed as we journey together! 
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November First Sunday  
Food Drive 

 
In October, our Church provided 8 tote bins,  
3 cartons, and one large bag of food and 
supplies to the Christian Ministry Center. They 
also received 2 trash bags full of grocery bags 
and a large bundle of paper towels. Much of 
what they received were the requested items. 
Once again, you came through in a big way. 
 
On Sunday, November 2, we will be taking up 
donations for Wittenberg's Fishes and Loaves 
Food Pantry. They always have need of the 
following non-perishable food items: 2 lb. 
bags of grits, rice, and dried pinto beans; 
canned vegetables, canned fruit, and canned 
meat; spaghetti sauce and pasta; peanut 
butter; mac and cheese; and boxes of instant 
mashed potatoes; as well as egg cartons. An 
e-mail blast will be sent out the week before 
the collection letting you know what special 
needs and requests they have. 
 
Thank you for the great, continued support of 
this ministry to help our neighbors who are 
struggling just to eat. 
Wayne Eastman 
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NOVEMBER 11TH 7-9AM 



 

Ministry Focus 

Octoberôs Mission 
Operation Christmas Child 

Shoeboxes due Nov. 2nd 

 
The first Sunday food collection for October 
was for the Christian Ministry Center.   
 

For the September Ministry Focus we 
collected 16 Smoke Detectors for the BL Fire 
Department and 7 Box Fans for the BL Police 
Department to be distributed to the elderly. In 
addition, the church collected $2105 for 
Epworth Childrenôs Home.  
 

Our October focus is ongoing and supports 
Operation Christmas Child.  Shoeboxes are 
due back to church by November 2.   
 

The Ministry/Missions Focus group met on 
October 9 to coordinate the church ministry 
and mission activities for 2026.   
 

The November Ministry Focus will support 
Happy Wheels which strives to put smiles on 
the faces of hospitalized children in South 
Carolina with new gifts. They have two major 
needs: 
Infants: 
Teethers, rattles, and baby blankets 
 

Teen sports balls: 
Footballs, basketballs, and soccer balls 
 

If you prefer, the Happy Wheels' Online 
Amazon Wish List will be shared throughout 
November in the weekly email blasts. 
 

Thank you very much for your support of the 
ministries and missions of the church. 

Mike Edwards 
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November Birthdays 

 
11.1-Britton McCormick 
11.3-Ty Bouknight, Joe Gosnell 
11.4-Jimmy Rawls 
11.9-Rob Bouknight 
11.10-Billy Shaw 
11.13-Lauren Addy 
11.15- Brian Pierce, Trace Berry 
11.16-Mattie Claire Buzhardt 
11.20-Bobbye Buzhardt, Colton Buzhardt, 
          Azalea Heape 
11.21-Elijah Quattlebaum, Jeni Hand 
11.22-Tim McCormick, Chad Quattlebaum 
11.24-Susan Clubb, Dee Dee Swygert,  
           Ella Sawyer 
11.25-Amy Long 
11.28-Caroline Bedenbaugh,  
          Paula Edwards, Willie Terlizzi 
11.30-Kathie Toth 
 
 

 

Photo Credit: Jeni Hand 

The Pastorôs Corner 
 
As you know I have been in the process of 
moving and transitioning in to serve as your 
pastor. Consequently, as you might expect, I am 
very scatterbrained at the moment. So I do want 
to start this note by clarifying that I am aware that 
this is the end of October and thus Thanksgiving 
is still a month away. I am pleased to report that I 
am not so scatterbrained as to lose sight of what 
month it is! Nevertheless, I feel compelled to 
celebrate Thanksgiving a little early this year. 
That is because I find my heart is full of thanks 
for all of you.  
 

I am thankful for the fact that yôall had the 
wherewithal and fortitude to separate from the 
UMC. It was the right decision and I know from 
my experience at Pond Branch that it was not an 
easy process. My hat is off to those who led that 
process here.  
 

I am thankful that yôall decided to remain as an 
independent church. That was a less obvious 
course of action as compared to connecting with 
a denomination. It was a courageous decision 
that obligated yôall to a pastoral search and other 
challenges and obviously I believe it was also the 
right decision.  
 

I am thankful that yôall have banded together as a 
church body and have come through the past 
fifteen months of transition with flying colors. 
Yôall have not merely kept the church going, you 
have actually managed to thrive as the body of 
Christ during this season. That is a monumental 
achievement that merits high accolades. A lot of 
churches would have imploded in similar 
circumstances.  
 

Finally, I am thankful for the warm welcome that 
my family and I have received as your new pastor. 
I could not have possibly hoped for a better start 
here. Thank you all for the wonderful covered 
dish dinner on my first Sunday, and all of the 
cards, gift cards, food, care packages and other 
expressions of care and encouragement. I look 
forward to a long and fruitful future together.   
In a word, thank you for being the church!  
 

Sincerely,  
 

Pastor Drew 12 



 

 

In Other Newsé 

Heath Pierce &  
Adelaide Bouknight 

ñAthlete of the Weekò 

Region Tennis Champs:  

Ava and Caleigh Watson 

Homecoming Court 

Caleigh Watson with Dad, Jeph Watson 

BLHS Teacher of the Year-Kaitlin Jones 

Walker Buzhardt: 
Wyman King Academy 

SCISA Quiz Bowl 
 

Senior Spotlight 
Joesy Hand 

2nd Year Athletic  
Training Student 
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